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FOREWORD
On April 24, 1945, the day on which the great Chinese Communist leader, Mao Tse-tung, delivered the following report to
the Seventh National Congress of the Chinese Communist Party,
Allied unity was at a high point. On the following day the
United Nations Conference was to open in San Francisco. In
Europe the Red Army from the East and Anglo-American forces
from the West were rapidly bringing to an end the Hitler state
and the Nazi armies. Rangoon and Davao were about to fall
to the Allies in the Pacific theatre. American Marines were writing a glorious chapter in military history on Okinawa. The Soviet Union had already made clear its intention of joining the
war against Japan by abrogating its treaty with the Mikado.
The seeds of trouble had, however, already been planted. They
were being carefully nurtured by reactionary forces within the
United Nations. They were placed in full view on the round
table of the San Francisco Conference. It was on April 30 that
the fascist government of Argentina was admitted to the United
Nations under American auspices and by American insistence.
The Polish issue was being deliberately used by reaction to pry
apart the wartime coalition. The Gre·e k scandal was in the
headlines. British and French imperialism were clashing in Syria
and Lebanon.
It was in China, however, that the most serious challenge to
the causes for which the war was being fought was being made.
An evil alliance of the semi-feudal reactionary dictatorship of
Chiang Kai-shek with other Chinese reactionaries and fascists,
with Chinese puppets, quislings and gangsters, aided and encouraged by American imperialism, had managed to · retain a place
d' armes against democracy throughout the long war. This alliance was sabotaging the war against Japan and undermining the
peace ·and security of Eastern Asia in the post-war period.
Against these betrayors of humanity the Chinese people were
bravely carrying the fight against Japan on the battlefield and
against the internal enemy in the political arena. The Chinese
Communist Party, as the vanguard of Chinese democracy and as
chief spokesman for Chinese patriots belonging to all sectors of
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the population, was bearing the brunt of both military and political offensives. The report of Comrade Mao Tse-tung which is
herewith presented to American readers is the most comprehensive
analysis of the Chinese situation and the fullest exposition of the
policies and ' program of Chinese democracy that has yet been
made.
Much water has flowed under the bridge since April, 1945.
There has been the cool, clean, refreshing water of victory in
Europe and then against Japan. But this water has been stained
with imperialist filth. Old sources of fascist infection have not
altogether dried, other new ones have opened up.
American armed intervention on the side of Chiang Kai-shek,
on behalf of Chinese reaction and against the Chinese people and
their democratic aspirations-intervention which has not hesitated to use armed Japanese soldiers and officers as its ally-is
one of the most shameful, despicable acts of history. It is helping spread civil war in China; it is endangering world peace.
This reactionary policy in China is part of the general attempt
by American imperialism to dominate the world. It has aroused
a storm of protest throughout the world. Yet that protest has
not yet been powerful enough to compel the Truman Administration to abandon its efforts to keep China divided.
The publication of this English translation of Mao Tse-tung's
report is intended to strengthen that protest by bringing to the
widest possible number of people a better understanding of the
Chinese situation.
Peace-for China, for America and for the world-is in jeopardy
because of the reactionary interventionist policy w~ich our government is following in China. The American people must demand that this intervention benalted .at once, that all American
armed forces be withdrawn from China.
This is our responsibility and obligation. We must meet it.
WILLIAM Z. FOSTER.

November IO, I945.

4

I. THE BASIC DEMANDS OF THE CHINESE
PEOPLE
Comrades! The long-awaited 7th National Congress of our
Party is now convened. On behalf of the Central Committee,
I am going to make a report. The present situation demands
that a number of important questions be discussed and decisions
thereon made in this Congress. Then, we shall have to explain
our decisions to the Chinese people, and cooperate with them
if they agree wi th our decisions.
Our Congress takes place under these circumstances: the
Chinese people, having fought against the Japanese aggressors
resolutely, courageously and indomitably for almost eight years,
experiencing untold hardships and making heavy self-sacrifices,
helped to bring about a new situation; a decisive victory has
been scored in the holy and just war against fascist aggressors;
the time is near for the Chinese people to defeat the Japanese
invaders in collaboration with our Allies; but China, still hard
pressed by the Japanese invaders, is not yet united, and a grave
crisis still exists. Under such circumstances, what should we do?
Indubitably, what China urgently needs is the establishment,
through uniting all political parties and non-partisan leaders,
of a democratic, provisional coalition government, so that
democratic reforms may be instituted, the present crisis overcome,
all anti-Japanese forces mobilized and united for the defeat of
the Japanese invaders in collaboration with our Allies, and the
Chinese people freed from the hands of the Japanese. This being
done, the National Assembly, based on broad democratic principles, will have to be summoned to for-m a regular democratic
government of similar coalition nature embracing more broadly
all parties and non-partisan representatives. This government
will then lead the liberated people of the entire nation to build
.a n independent, free, democratic, unified, prosperous and strong
country-in short, to build a new China, after defeating the
aggressors, through unity and democracy.
5
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We think that only by so doing can the basic demands of the
Chinese people be met. Hence my report is mainly concerned
with discussions of these demands. It also treats with emphasis
the problem of a coalition government, as that problem has become of great concern to the Chinese people and the Allied press.
The Chinese Communists have overcome many difficulties and
achieved great results in their work in the eight years of antiJapanese war. But, under the present circumstances, grave difficulties are still confronting the Party and the people. The situation demands that our Party intensify its efforts in further overcoming these difficulties, and in striving to realize the basic
demands of the Chinese people.

II. THE INTERNATIONAL AND THE
DOMESTIC SITUATION
Can the Chinese people realize these basic demands? The
answer, in our opinion, depends on the extent of the Chinese
people's awakening, solidarity, and effort. But the present international and domestic situation offers the Chinese people many
advantageous conditions, which, if well utilized, will undoubtedly facilitate their task of defeating the aggressors and building
up a new China. The Chinese people should redouble their
, efforts for the accomplishment of their own task.
What is the present international situation?
Contrary to the expectations of Chinese and foreign reactionaries, the three great democracies-Britain, the United States,
and the Soviet Union-remain united. Disputes among these
democracies have existed and may exist in the future, but in the
long run unity will reign supreme. This all-decisive condition,
finally demonstrated at the Crimea Conference, was created at
the most critical moment in the history of the world-in the past
decade. It was created when, as the fascist war of aggression
threatened the existeNce of peace-loving peoples of the world,
reactionary forces in many of the more important nations (not
all the nations), who had aided the fascist aggressors by opposing
Anglo-American-Soviet unity, were forced off the political stage
en masse, and anti-fascist forces in favor of Anglo-AmericanSoviet unity came to power. The whole aspect of the world has
changed since this condition made its appearance. All fascist
forces and their hangers-on must be extirpated; international
problems are to be solved by conferences led by the three or
the five major nations; internal problems of the various nations
will have to be solved, without exception, in accordance with
democratic principles; the world will be led toward progress
instead of reaction. Such is the new aspect of the world. But
whoever fails to be fully alive to the possibilities of .certain transient or even grave vicissitudes in history, or fails to under-·
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stand the still considerable strength of isolationist reactionaries who hate to see unity, progress, and liberation in their
own people and other peoples and who do not like the new
world order led jointly by Britain, the United States, the Soviet
Union, France, and China, will be making a political ~rror.
However, the general trend of history is fixed and cannot be
changed. The world has been given a new aspect.
This new aspecfis unfavorable only to the fascists and to their
assistants, the reactionaries in all nations (including China).
But to the plain peoples and to organized democratic forces,
it is glad tidings.
The people, and · only the people, is the motivating force of
creation. The Soviet people has created a mighty force which was
mainly responsible for the defeat of fascism. The strenuous
efforts of the people of Britain, the United States, China, France,
and other anti-fascist nations made possible the defeat of the fascists, after which the peoples of these nations will build a world
peace that is durable. The United Nations Conference in San
Francisco, ·which began on April 25, will be the starting point of
this peace.
War has educated the people. They will win the war, the
peace, and progress. This is the rule in the new situation.
This new situation is radically different from that of the first
'Vorld 'Var and ·the so-cal;led era of "peace" immediately following it. At that time, there was no Soviet Union as it is today;
there was no such consciousness in the people of Britain, the
United States, ,C hina, France, and other anti-fascist nations as
they now possess, and consequently there could not be the
world solidarity of today, led by the three or the five major nations. We are in a totally new situation. We now have increasingly
conscious and united peoples all over the world, as well as their
organized forces, factors determining the direction of history
and .the path it ' takes.
The defeat of the fascist aggressor nations and the appearance of general peace does not mean that there will be no more
struggle. Widely scattered remnant fascist forces will continue
to do mischief; the anti-democratic forces existing in the antifascist camp will continue to oppress the people. Hence, -after
8

the realization of international peace, the struggles between the
. anti-fascist peoples and remnant fascist forces, between democratic and anti-democratic forces, will go on in most parts of the
world. The broadest popular victory is achieved only when, after
long drawn-out struggles, the remnant fascist and anti-democratic
forces have been overcome. That day will not come quickly or
easily, but, nevertheless, it will come. Its coming, prepared by the
victory in the Second World War-the anti-fascist war-WIll make
the peace firm and enduring. This is the bright future of the
world.
Due to the solidarity of the three great democracies-Britain,
the United States, and the Soviet Union-and other European
nations, the war ultimately to defeat fascist Germany will soon be
brought to a close. The Red Army will soon capture Berlin; the
nerve center of Hitlerite Germany; Anglo-American-French forces
are battering the remnants of Hitler's hordes; the Italian people
have risen in revolt. Hitler will be beaten, and after that, a
new situation wil be created, the liberation of Europe immediately increasing the possibility of the swift liberation of Asia.
The Anglo-American-Chinese solidarity in the anti-Japanese
war, the prolonged and arduous fight put up by the Chinese people in their eight years' war of resistance, the participation of
Britain in the Far Eastern war, and in particular, the American
victories in the Pacific have brought the war to the very doors of
Japan. The liberation of Europe will immediately speed up the
liberation of Asia. Yet, though the Japanese aggressors are in a
very unfavorable position and their morale is more shaken than
ever, they still have enough strength to prepare for a protracted
struggle, and are hoping to obtain, through the vacillating elements in China and the Allied countries, a negotiated peace.
However, the interests of the people of all Pacific nations demand
the complete extermination of the Japanese aggressors. The Soviet
Union has denounced its neutrality pact with Japan, an act that
greatly heartened the Chinese and other Pacific peoples. Under
the present circumstances, we may say that an arduous path still
lies ahead in our task of finally and completely exterminating the
Japanese aggressors, that we must not underestimate the enemy,
but that we are more certain of victory, we are sure to win.
g

The Chinese people have never before encountered such
favorable international conditions, which encourage them to
fight a protracted war.
What is the present domestic situation in China?
The prolonged war in China has exacted and will continue
to exact huge sacrifices from the Chinese people, but at the same
time, it has steeled and will continue to steel this heroic people.
It has awakened and united them to such an extent as was never
before seen, not even in the great struggles of the past hundred
years. Confronting the Chinese people are not "only powerful national foes, but also powerful internal r~actionary forces that
actually support the national foes. On the other hand, the Chinese
people are not only awakened to an unprecedented extent, but
they are also possessed with powerful Liberated Areas and a strong
ever-rising nationwide democratic movement. These are the
favorable conditions inside China. If we say that all popular
struggles in the past hundred years in China failed to achieve their
ends through the absence of necessary international and domestic
conditions, then the result will be different this time, because all
necessary conditions are here, and the possibility of avoiding
defeat and achieving victory fully exists. If we can unite the people of the entire nation in their fight and provide them with the
proper guidance, we shall have victory.
The confidence of the Chinese people in their ability to defeat
the aggressors and build up a new China has been greatly
strengthened; the opportunity for the Chinese people to overcome all difficulties and realize their historically significant basic
demands has arrived. Can there be any doubt of this? I don:t
think there is any doubt.
Such is the general situation, international and domestic.
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III. TWO· COURSES IN THE ANTIJAPANESE WAR
The Crux of the China Problem
Speaking of the domestic situation, ·we should specifically
analyze China's anti-Japanese War.
China is one of the five great nations in the anti-fascist camp,
the major nation on the Asiatic mainland to oppose the Japanese
aggressors. The effect of the Chinese people's action is great, not
only on the war against Japan, but also on the postwar "world
peace, while on the maintenance of Far Eastern peace, it will
be decisive. In the eight years of their anti-Japanese war, the
Chinese people have made great exertions for their own liberation as well as to help bring about an Allied victory. These exertions must be credited mainly to the people. Large numbers
of Chinese soldiers have shed their blood on the battlefields;
Chinese workers, peasants, intellectuals and industrialists are
all working hard in the rear; overseas Chinese have contributed much to the war-chest; all anti-Japanese political parties,
with the exception of some of the anti-people elements, have
contributed something toward the war effort. In short, the
Chinese people have sweated and shed their blood in the
courageous fight against the Japanese these eight years. But
for many years Chinese reactionaries have distorted or hinderd
the truth of the Chinese people's fight against the Japanese
from reaching the general publk. Meanwhile, nobody has yet
summed up the total experience of China's eight-year war with
Japan. So this Congress should make a proper summary of this
experience, both as a lesson to the people and as a basis on which
we shall make our decisions on policy.
,
Speaking of summing up our experience, we may see clearly
that there exist in China two different guiding courses: one of
which helps to defeat the Japanese aggressors, but the other,
while incapable of defeating the Japanese aggressors, In some
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respects actually helps them to undermine the war of resistance..
The passive poiicy adopted by the Kuomintang Government
toward the war with Japan and its reactionary policy toward the
people have resulted in military defeats, the loss of large areas
of territory, a financial and economic crisis, the oppression of
the people, many hardships suffered by the people, and the
breaking up of national unity. These policies hamper the
mobilization and unification of the people's anti-Japanese forces
for effectively waging the war, and impede~ the people's awakening and solidarity. But the proct7ss of the people's awakening
and unity has never been halted; it has been developing in a
tortuous manner under the double pressure of the Japanese
aggressors and the Kuomintang Government. The two coursesthe Kuomintang Government's course of oppressing the people
'w hile carrying on a war of passive resistance, and the Chinese
people's course of aW'a kening and unity for the prosecution of
the people's vJar-have been existing in China for a long time.
This is 'w here the crux of the China problem lies.

History Along a Tortuous Patll
In order to understand why the crux of the China problem
lies in the existence of the two courses, we must turn back to
the history of our war against Japan.
The Chinese people's war against Japan has been developing
along a tortuous path. It was begun in 1931, when, on September
18, the Japanese aggressors occupied Mukden, and within a
few months, the whole of the Three Northeastern Provirices.
The Ku<?mintang ' Government took the policy of non-resistance,
but the pe<?ple and part of the patriotic troops in the Three
Northeastern Provinces, led or assisted by the Communist Party
and acting 'in contravention to the Kuomintang's wishes, organized the Northeast Anti-Japanese Volunteer Army and embarked
on a courageous guerrilla war, which developed into a large-scale
war. The Volunteer Army has since met with many diffic~lties
and set-backs, but has never been destroyed by the enemy. In
1932, the Japanese aggressors attacked Shanghai, but were resisted by the 19th Route Army led by the patriotic elements
12

in the Kuomintang, whose wishes they disobeyed. In 1933, when
the Japanese aggressors invaded J ehol and Chahar, other patriotic
elements in the Kuomintang, acting in contravention to the
Kuomintang's wishes for the third time, organized the AntiJapanese Union Army and offered resistance. All these resistance
movements were supported by the Chinese people, the Chinese
Communist Party, other democratic groups and overseas Chinese.
The Kuomintang, basing its policy on non-resistance, did nothing
to help. On the contrary, the Kuomintang Government wrecked
the resistance movements in Shanghai and Chahar. The People's
Government set up by the 19th Route Army in Fukien in
1933 was also destroyed by the Kuomintang Government.
Why did the Kuolnintang Government take the policy of
non-resistance? The main reason lies in the fact that it had
destroyed the Kuomintang-Communist collaboration and the
unity of the people in 1927.
In 1924, Dr. Sun Yat-sen, accepting the proposal of the Chinese
. Communist Party, summoned the 1st National Convention of
the Kuomintang, in which the Communists participated and the
three policies of alliance with the Soviet Union, alliance with
the Communist Party, and assistance to peasants and laborers
were initiated. It was then that the Whampu Military Academy
was founded and the United National Front among the Kuomin.tang, the Communist Party and the people was realized.
In 19 25, the reactionary forces in Kwangtung were wiped out;
and in 192~-27, the Northern Expedition was victoriously
launched, the Yangtzekiang and the Huangho Valleys were occupied, the northern militarist government was defeated, and a
wide-spread war of emancipation, unparalleled in the history
of China, was begun. But in the early summer of 19 27, when the
N orthern Expedition was developing to its crucial stage, the
United National Front and its revolutionary policy, representing
the emancipation of the Chinese people, was destroyed by the
Kuomintang's treacherous, anti-popular policy of "purging the
Kuomintang" and massacring the people. The allies of yesterday-the Communists and the people-were now regarded as
enemies, while the enemies of yesterday-the inlperialists and
feudalists-were now regarded as allies of the Kuomintang. This
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sudden and treacherous attack on the Communist Party and the
Chinese people buried the inchoate Revolution. Thereafter, national unity was replaced by civil war, democracy by dictatorship, and light by darkness. But the Chinese Communists and
the people were not frightened, subjugated or exterminated.
They stood up again, wiped the blood stains from themselves,
buried the bodies of their dead comrades, and carried on the
fight. They held high the banner of revolution, carried on
armed resistance, set up popular governments in large areas,
carried out land reforms, created the people's army-the Chinese
Red Army, and preserved and developed the revolutionary
forces of the Chinese people. Dr. Sun Yat-sen's revolutionary
San Min Chu I, forsaken by the reactionary elements in the
Kuomintang, was and has since been inherited by the Chinese
people, the Communist Party and other democratic elements.
V\Then the Japanese aggressors invaded the Northeast, (Manchuria) the Communist Party in 1933 proposed a truce with all
Kuomintang armies then attacking the Chinese Soviet area and
the Chinese Red Army, so that a united front might be presented
against the Japanese, with the conditions: (1) Cessation of
hostilities; (2) Recognition of the people's freedom and rights;
and (3) The arming of the people. This proposal was rejected
by the Kuomintang authorities.
Thereafter, the Kuomintang Government's civil war policy
was carried out with greater fanaticism than ever. On the other
hand, the people's demand for stopping the civil war and a united
front against Japan was gaining force, and various popular
patriotic organizations were set up in Shanghai and many other
places. In 1935-36, the main forces of the Red Army on either
side of the Yangtzekiang, under the direction of our Central
Committee, after enduring untold hardships, were moved to the
Northwest, where they were joined with the Red Army forces
there. In the same period, the Communist Party, adapting itself
to the new circums tances, decided upon and followed a new and
complete political course of a United National Anti-Japanese
Front, ai"m ed at national unity, armed resistance, and the building up of a new democratic republic. On December 9, 1935,
Peiping students and masses, led by our Party, launched a
14

courageous patriotic movement by forming the Chinese National
Liberation Vanguard Corps, and later the movement was taken up
by other big cities. On December 12, 1936, two groups of
patriotic elements in the Kuomi-ntang-the Northeastern Army
and the 17th Route Arluy-jointly started the famous Sian Incident, courageously defying the K.uomintang's reactionary policy
of appeasing Japan and massacring the people. At the same time,
other patriotic elements in the Kuomintang were also feeling
dissatisfied with the policy of their party. Under these circumstances, the Kuomintang was forced to give up its civil war
policy and recognize the people's demands. National unity was
, initiated, with the peaceful settlement of the Sian Incident as the
turning point of the political change, and later the national antiJapanese war was waged. In May, 1937, on the eve of the Lukouchiao Incident, our party held its historic National Conference,
in which our new party line since 1935 was ratified.
From the Lukuochiao Incident on July 7, 1937, up to the
loss of Wuhan in October, 1938, the Kuomintang Government
waged the anti-Japanese vvar with comparatively strong effort.
In this period, the onslaught of the Japanese aggressors and
the rising wave of national indignation resulted in the Kuomintang Government's stressing the anti-Japanese side of its policy,
culminating in the high tide of national anti-Japanese feeling
and the appearance of new signs of vIgor. The entire nation,
we Communists, and other democratic parties and groups placed
great hopes in the Kuomintang Government at that time, hoping
that it would go in for democratic reforms and carry out Dr. Sun
Yat-sen's revolutionary San Min Chu I while the nation was in
peril and public feeling was running high in favor of reform.
But these hopes were dashed. In those two years, the nation's
war effort was comparatively positive; the government did modify
its attitude toward the Communist Party and other anti-Japanese
parties or groups. On the other hand, the governmental authorities continued to oppose the mobilization of the vast mas~es for
waging the people's war ' and to restrict the people's voluntary
efforts at unity and resistance as well as other democratic activities; it refused to give other parties equal status, tried energetically to ' limit their activities, and did nothing to release the
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numerous patriotic political prisoners. This was mainly because
the Kuomintang Government persisted in maintaining the form
of oligarchic autocracy it had adopted since the outbreak of
the civil war in 19 2 7, and failed to set up a nationally supported, democratic coalition government.
It was then that we Communists pointed out the two courses
in China's war against Japan. There must either be a total war
involving the entire nation, _which would result. in our victory,
or a partial war with the people oppressed, which would lead to
.our defeat. We also pointed out that the war would be protracted,
that we were going to be faced with many difficulties and hardships, but that, through the people's effort, the ultimate victory
would be ours.

The People's War
In the same period, the main body of the Chinese Red Army,
moved to the Northwest at the direction of the Communist Party,
was reorganized and named the 8th Route Army of the Chinese
National Revolutionary Army; and the guerrilla units of the
Red Army left behind along the lower Yangtze River were reorganized and named the New Fourth Army of the National
Revolutionary Army. These two armies then fought respectively
in North and Central China. In the civil war times, the Chinese
. Red Army, at one time several hundred thousand strong, maintained and developed the democratic tradition of the Whanlpu
Military Academy and the National RevolutiQnary Force of the
.Northern Expedition times. Due to the Kuomintang Govemmene's savage attacks on our southern bases, losses sustained during the Long March, and other causes, the Red Army was reduced
to several tens of thousands strong. It was then ignored by certain
people, who thought the prosecution of the anti-Japanese war
should mainly depend upon the Kuomintang. But the people
were the best judge of such things. They knew that the 8th
Route Army and the New 4th Army, though then numerically
weak, were of very high quality, and that only they could truly
wage the people's war. Once moved to the battlefronts and united
with the vast masses their potentiality is unlimited. The people
were right. While I am making this report, our regular forces
16

have been expanded to the strength of 910,000 men, not including
the 2,200,000 militiamen. Our regular forces are still numerically
smaller than the existing Kuomintang Army (including central
forces and provincial troops) by hundreds of thousands; but
considering the quantity of enemy and puppet troops they are opposing, the vast territory they have to defend, their combat
strength, their collaboration with the people, the militia, and the
self-defense corps, their political quality, their internal solidarity,
and their unity of action, our regular forces have become the
mainstay of China's resistance .
. Our forces are powerful, because all who joined them are
self-disciplined. They have come together and fought, not for
the selfish interests of a few or a limited group, but for the
people's war of justice, for the interests of the vast masses and the
entire nation . Their sole aim is to stand closely by the people and
to serve the Chinese people with all their heart and will.
.
Guided by this aim, our armies possess that irresistible spirit
to overwhelm their enemies without being overcome by them. So
long as a single man is still left, this man will fight on, no matter
under what difficult· conditions.
.
Guided by this aim, these armies possess a high degree of
solidarity, both within themselves and with others. Solidarity must
be maintained internally: between the officers and lnen, the upper
and lower ranks, and among the military, political and supply.
services; and externally: between the army and the people, the
army and the government and between our armies and all friendly
forces. Anything that impairs this solidarity must be overcome.
Guided by this aim, our armies take the correct policy of winning over enemy officers and men and treating prisoners of war .
well. All enemy or puppet soldiers who, after surrendering or laying down their arms, wish to join in the fight against the common
foe are welcome to do so, and shall receive suitable training. The
killing, abusing, or insulting of any prisoners is strictly prohibited.
Guided by this aim, these armies have invented a series of
tactics and strategy necessary for the prosecution of the people's
war. They are masters of guerrilla warfare, with the adaptability
to changing conditions, and are also skilled in conducting mobile
warfare.

Guided by this aim, they have initiated a series of political
activities necessary for the prosecution of the people's war. They
have been striving for their own unification, for the cooperation
of friendly forces and of the people, so as to shatter the eriemy
and secure our victory.
Guided by this aim and under the conditions of guerrilla warfare, all our armies have been working at the production of foodstuffs and daily necessities while they are not fighting or not in
training, so that they may be self-supporting in varying degrees
in certain requirements, economic difficulties may be overcome,
the soldier's living conditions improved and the people"s burden
lightened. Every possibility has been exploited in setting up
small-scale military industries in our various military bases.
Our armies are powerful also because they are assisted by such
large armed organizations as the People's Self-Defense Corps and
the Militia, who fight side by SIde with them. All young, middleaged, and even old men and women in the Liberated Areas in
China are voluntarily, democratically organized into the antiJapanese People's Self-Defense Corps, on the principle that they
are not separated from production work. The abler elements
of the self-defense corps often join the regular armies or guer- ,
rilla units, or they may be incorporated into the militia. Without
the support of such massed armed strength, it would be, impossible to defeat the Japanese aggressors.
Our armies are powerful because they are divided into Main
,Force and Regional Force groups; the former execute general
operational orders, while the latter are confined to the task of
defending local areas or attacking enemy forces in those areas in
collaboration with the militia and the self-defense corps. Such a
division has been heartily supported by the people. If no such
correct division were made, if, for example, attention were cen- .
tered exclusively on the Main Force groups, ignoring the role of
the regional groups, then, under conditions indigenous to the
Liberated Areas, it would be impossible to beat the Japanese
aggressors. The Regional Force groups, organized into welltrained armed working corps soundly grounded in military, political, and mass movement work, have reaped invaluable results
18

by penetrating behind the enemy's rear, * and attacking him, instigating the people to armed resistance, thus helping the frontline fighting in the Liberated Areas.
In the Liberated Areas, all anti-] apanese elements in labor,
peasant, youth, woman, cultural, and other organizations, under
the leadership of a democratic government are engaging themselves heartily in various work to help the army, such as persuading people to join the army, carrying food for the troops, giving
preferential treatment to the families ' of soldiers, and solving
material difficulties for the troops. In this respect, their important contribution is the mobilizing of guerrilla units, militiamen
and self-defense corps to attack the enemy, lay mines, do reconnaissance work, ferret out spies, carry and protect the wounded,
and give direct support to regular tioops in combat. At the
same time, all the people in the Liberated Areas are heartily carrying on political, economic, cultural, and health work. The
most important achievement in these fields is the general mobilization for the production of foodstuffs and daily necessities,
making even government organizations and ·schools, with only
a few exceptions, join ' in the production work in their spare
time, so that self-sufficiency may be achieved. This has resulted in
a great production wave, which sustains the prolonged fight
against the] apanese and is a characteristic feature of the Liberater Areas, where the destruction wrought by the enemy is
keenly felt and floods, droughts, and locust plagues often occur.
But, the people in the Liberated Areas, led by a democratic government, are overcoming these difficulties through organized
action. Their work of exterminating locusts, preventing floods,
and of relief has achieved great results, enabling the anti-] apanese
war to be carried on indefinitely. The main slogan and .aim of all
the soldiers and civilians in the Liberated Areas is, in short: all for
the front, all for the overthrowing of the Japanese aggressors and
for the liberation of the Chinese people.
This is truly the people's war; only by waging i,t can we
,. The rear of the enemy's rear refers to territories beyond the Liberated
Areas and still held firmly by the enemy.
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defeat the enemy. The Kuomintang has failed because it obstinately opposes waging such a war.
Once they are equipped with modern weapons, our armies
will be even more strengthened finally to defeat the Japanese
aggressors.

Two Battle-Fronts
The China Theatre has been divided from the . beginning into
two battle-fronts: the Kuonlintang' front and the LiberatedAreas fron t.
After capturing Wuhan in October, 1938, the Japanese aggressors stopped their strategic assaults on the Kuomintang front.
Their main forces were gradually shifted to the Liberated Areas
Front. At the same time, prompted by the defeatist feeling in the
Kuomintang government, they announced that they were willing
to negotiate with it for a peace. They also induced the traitor
Wang Ching-wei to desert Chungking and to set up a puppet government in Nanking so that they might carry out their policy of
deceiving the Chinese nation. The Kuomintang governnlent
then began to change its policy, gradually transferring its attention from the battle lines to the home front. The change was
first reflected in its military policy of passive resistance, aiming
at preserving its military strength while putting the burden of
the war on the Liberated Areas, so that it might watch from a
safe distance the Japanese attack the Liberated Areas.
In 1939, the Kuomintang government adopted the reactionary "Measures for the Restriction of non-Kuomintang Activities/'
retracting all the rights granted to the people and certain antiJapanese parties in the early stages of the war. Thereafter,
the Kuomintang government has driven underground all democratic parties in the Kuomintang-dominated territory, primarily
the Chinese Communist Party. The prisons' and concentration
camps in this territory have been filled with Communists, patriotic
youths, and other democratic fighters. In the five years from
1939 to the Fall of 1943, the Kuoptintang started three waves of
anti-Communist attacks, splitting internal unity and causing
serious threats of civil war. The notorious "New Fourth Army
Incident," in which the New 4th Army was "dissolved" and about
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9,000 of its members were slaughtered in South Anhwei, took
place in this period. Up to the present, attacks on -the armies
in the liberated areas by Kuomintang troops have not ceased,
and there is no sign of their cessation. Under such circumstances,
the reactionary elements in the Kuomintang are very vituperative.
Their favorite missiles aimed at the people are "the traitorous
party," "the perfidious army," "the vile areas," and "undermining
the war of resistance and the nation." To cope with the crisis,
the Central Committee of the Chinese Communist Party issued a
manifesto on July 7, 1939, in which these slogans were adopted:
Resist to the End, Oppose Surrender! For Unity, Against Dissension! For Progress, No Retrogression! Guided by these timely
slogans, the three waves of reactionary anti-Communist attacks
were repulsed and the crisis was overcome.
In recent years, practically no serious fighting has occurred
on the Kuomintang battle-front, the sword of the Japanese
aggressors being pointed at the Liberated-Areas front. By 1943,
64 per cent of the Japanese force in China and 95 per cent of the
puppet government forces were contained on the Liberated-Areas
front; only 36 per cent of the Japanese forces and 5 per cent of
the puppet troops were contained on the Kuomintang battlefront.
In 1944, when the Japanese aggressors were battling for the
possession of a trans-continental communication line, the Kuomin tang's astonishment and weakness were at once revealed,
and large parts of Honan, Hunen, Kwangsi, and Kwangtung
were lost to the enemy within a few months. -It was only then
that a cha~ge in the proportion of the enemy forces on the
two battle-fronts took place. But even as I am making this
report, out of the 40 divisions of 580,000 enemy troops in China
(not counting those in Manchuria), 22Y2 divisions of 320,000
men, or about 56 per cent, are being used on the Liberated-Areas
front; only 17Y2 divisions of 260,000 ~en, or about 44 per cent,
are used on the Kuomintang front. There is no change in the
disposition of puppet forces.
We should point out here that the majority of the puppet
troops of more than 800,000 men (including the regular troops
and regional armed forces) was formed either by Kuomintang
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officers who deserted to the enemy or by troops led by deserting
Kuomintang officers. Prior to the desertion of these officers, the
reactionaries in the Kuomintang supplied them with such fallacious theories as UN ational Salvation Through a Curved Line,"
and later supported them morally so that they might attack the
Liberated Areas in collaboration with the Japanese aggressors.
In addition, Kuomintang troops numbering 797,000 men were
used in blockading and attacking the Shensi-Kansu-Ninghsia
Border Region and other Liberated Areas in the enemy's rear.
Such serious matters have never been known by large numbers
of the Chinese people and foreigners, thanks to the Kuomintang
government's policy of news censorship. Many people know that
there was one Mikhailovich in Yugoslavia, but do not know that
there are tens of Mikhailovichs in China.

The Liberated Areas in China
The Liberated Areas in China, with "a total population of
95,500,000, are located as far north as Inner Mongolia and as
far south as Hainan Island. Wherever the enemy goes, there the
8th Route Army, the New 4th Army, and other popular forces
will be active. The liberated portion of China consists of 19
large Areas, extending over the provinces of Liaoning, J ehol,
Chahar, Suiyuan, Shensi, Kansu, N inghsia, Shansi, Hopei, Honan,
Shantung, Kiangsu, Chekiang, Anhwei, Kiangsi, Hupeh, Hunan,
Kwangtung, and Fukien, with Yenan as the directive center.
Within this vast Liberated Territory, the Shensi-Kansu-Ninghsia
Border Region west of the Yellow River, with a population of
1,500,000, is but one of the Liberated Areas, and the smallest of
the lot in point of population, with the possible exception of
the East Chekiang and Hainan areas. Certain people mistake the
Shensi-Kansu-Ninghsia Border Region for the · whole Liberated
Territory, a mistake attributable to the Kuomintang government's
policy of blockade. In this vast Liberated Territory, the necessary
policy of the anti-Japanese N ational U~nited Front has beeri carried out, a government elected by the people (a regional coalition government in which Communists and other parties and
independent elements collaborate) is in the process of being set
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up, and the people are wholly mobilized. This has enabled the
Liberated Areas to stand firm, to develop themselves, to expand
at the expense of enemy-occupied territory, and to become the
model for a democratic China. It has enabled them to become the
center in the fight against the Japanese aggressors, in cooperation
with our allies and for the liberation of the Chinese people,
in spite of the enemy's pressure, of the Kuomintang's blockade
and attack, and in spite of receiving no outside aid. The 8th
Route and the New 4th Armies and other popular forces in the
Liberated Areas are exemplary not only in fighting the Japanese,
but also in carrying out the democratic policy of the anti-Japanese
National United Front. On September 22, 1937, the Central
Committee of the Chinese Communist Party issued a manifesto, in
which it recognized China's present need of Dr. Sun Yat-sen's
revolutionary San Min Chu I and pledged itself to strive for
its thorough realization. This manifesto "has been fully carried
into effect in the Liberated Areas.

Kuomintang-Dominated Areas
The chief ruling cliques in the Kuomintang have persisted
in maintaining a dictatorial rule and carrying out an anti-popular
domestic polity of passive resistance. As a result, the Kuomintang
armies have shrunk to half their former size, and the major part
of them has almost lost its combat ability; a deep chasm exists
between the Kuomintang government and the people, creating
a serious crisis of poverty, discontent, and revolts among the people; the Kuomintang itself has not been able to function properly
in the war against Japan, and moreover, has become an obstacle
to the mobilization and unification of China's anti-Japanese
forces.
Such things happen under the leadership of the chief ruling
cliques of the Kuomintang because these ruling cliques represent
the interests of China's big landowners, big bankers, and the
big compradores. These extremely small, reactionary groups
control all the important military, political, economic, and cultural organs under the Kuomintang government. They place
the preservation of their selfish interests over the war effort.
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They, too, speak of "the Nation Supreme," but their actions do
not comply with the needs of the majority of the people. They
also speak of "the State Supreme," but what they mean by
"State" is the feudalistic, fascist dictatorship of the big landowners, big bankers, and the compradore class, instead of a
democratic State of the people. Hence, they are afraid that the
people may rise, afraid of democratic movements, afraid of truly
mobilizing the nation for the war against Japan. That is the main
reason why they adopt a passive policy of resistance and a reactionary anti-popular, anti-democratic, anti-Communist policy.
Why do they adopt such two-faced policies? On the one hand they
are anti-Japanese, yet on the other hand they adopt a passive
policy of resistance and become the recipients of repeated
Japanese peace offers; on the one hand they clamor for the development of China's economic resources, on the other hand they
actively support bureaucratic capital-the capital of the big landowners, big bankers, and big compradores, monopolize China's
chief economic interests, and oppress the peasants, the workers,
the petty bourgeoisie and the professional people; they loudly
claim to practice "democracy" and to "return the political power
to the people," yet they actually suppress th.e people's democratic
movement, unwilling to effect the slightest democratic reform;
they claim that "the Communist problem is a political problem,
and should be solved by political means," yet at the same time
they ruthlessly persecute the Communists militarily, politically
and economically, regard the Communists as their "NO.1 Enemy"
and the Japanese aggressors as their "No. 2 Enemy," and are
actively preparing for another civil w·a r to exterminate the Communists; they assert that Kuomintang members should be "firmly
united,'" yet actually they encourage the Central armies to treat
the provincial armies (the so-called "miscellaneous armies")
overbearingly, incite the absolutist faction to oppress the democratic faction, and encourage the antagonism between the various
factions to facilitate their dictatorial rule; they claim to build up
a "modern nation," yet they uphold with all their might the
feudalistic, fascist dictatorship of the big land-owners, big bankers, and big compradores; they formally maintain diplomatic
relations with the Soviet Union, yet in reality they adopt an anti24

'Soviet attitude; they rely on Britain and the United States for
help, but oppose the liberalism of the Anglo-Americans; they
sing the same "Asia before Europe" tune with the American
isolationists, so as to prolong the life o( fascist Germany, and of
all fascists, including their own, but at the same time, they play
the opportunist in the family of nations, putting on the disguise
{)f anti-fascist heroes. Where do these self-contradictory, doublefaced policies came from? They come from the all-inclusive source
<of the social classes of big landowners" bankers, and compradores.
But the Kuomintang is a motley political party. It is cont rolled and directed by the reactionary cliques representing the
big land-owners, big bankers, and big compradores, but they are
not the whole Kuomintang. Many of its leaders do not belong to
these cliques, who bully or spurn them. Many ~f its functionaries,
members, and members of the San Min Chu I Youth Corps are
dissatisfied with the leadership of these cliques, some are even
opposed to it. Such dissatisfaction exists in the armed forces, in
the government, economic, and cultural organizations under the
Kuomintang. Large numbers of progressive, democratic elements
may be found in these armed forces and organizatio~s. The
reactionary cliques are divided among themselves, and, far from
being a unified whole, often quarrel with one another. It is very
improper, therefore, to regard the Kuomintang as a unanimously
reactionary party.

A Comparison
The Chinese people get a clear idea of the Liberated Areas
and the Kuomintang-dominated territory by comparing them
with one another.
The two courses stand out clearly; the course of the people's
war, and the course of anti-popular passive resistance, the direct
opposite of the first. The former will bring victory, even with the
unenviable position of the Liberated Areas, deprived of outside
help; the latter will bring defeat, even 'w ith the advantageous
position occupied by the Kuomintang-dominated territory and
with foreign assistance.
The Kuomintang government blames the lack of armament
for its failures. But which are more inadequately armed, the
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Kuomintang armies, or the ' armies of the Liberated Areas? The
latter are the 'm ost inadequately armed of all Chinese armed
forces. They produce their own weapons under very diflicult
conditions or take them from the enemy.
The weapons used by the Kuomintang's Central armies arefar better than those used by its provincial armies. But the
former's combat ability is frequently lower than that of the
latter.
The Kuomintang is in a position to draw upon vast resources
of manpower, but due to its defective conscription policy, manpower replenishment has become an extremely difficult problem.
The Liberated Areas, though hemmed in by the enemy and the
scene of frequent battles, can mobilize their manpower without
interruption, because the system of the militia and self-defense
corps, well-adapted to the needs of the people, has been generally
instituted and because manpower resources are never abused or
wasted in those Areas.
The Kuomintang rules over large, well-provisioned areas,
where the people give annual contributions of rice up to 70,000,000
or 100,000,000 shih tan (statute piculs). However, a large part
of this rice goes to line the pockets of those who handle it, so
that Kuomintang soldiers are regularly starved. The Liberated
Areas, some destitute like North Shensi and mostly behind enemy
lines, therefore subject to ruthless destruction under the enemy's
policy of "burn all, kill all, and take all," successfully solve with
their own efforts the food problem by the development of agricultural production.
With the major part of their industries gone bankrupt, the
Kuomintang-controlled areas are confronting a grave economic
crisis. Even such consumer goods as cloth has to be imported
from America. Whereas the Liberated Areas develop their own
industries and produce their own cloth and other consumer
goods.
The workers, peasants, shop clerks, government employees, intellectuals and cultural workers in the Kuomintang-controlled
areas live under extremely painful conditions. Whereas all the
people in the Liberated Areas, on the other h~nd, have enough
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to eat and to wear, and are provided with jobs or schooling. In
some plac.es they have become well-fed and well clothed.
War profiteering, officials who carryon a private business,
corruption and shamelessness are among the characteristic
features of the Kuomintang-controlled areas. Hard labor, exemplary behavior spare-time production, encouragement of
honesty, and prohibition of corruption are among the characteristic features of the liberated Areas.
In the Kuomintang-controlled areas, the people are deprived
of their freedom; in the Liberated Areas, the people are allowed
complete freedom.
Which is to blame? The foreigners for not helping China,
or the Kuomintang government's dictatorial rule, corruptness
and incompetency? Is not the answer obvious?
.

Who

uundermines the War of Resistance
and Jeopardizes the Nation"?

Is it not the Kuomintang government itself that actually undermines the Chinese people's war of resistance and jeopardizes the
nation? For ten years that government devoted itself to civil war,
treated the people like enemies, neglected every form of national
defense, and threw away the four northeastern provinces through
the policy of non-resistance. When the Japanese invaded China
proper, it offered only passive resistance and kept on retreating
from Lukouchiao to Kweichow. Yet it accused the Communist
Party of "undermining the war of resistance and jeopardizing the
nation." (See the resolutions of the 11 th Plenary Session of the
Kuomintang CEC, September, 1945.) That accusation was
based on the fact that. the Communist Party had created the
Liberated Areas in cooperation with other parties and the people. There is apparently such difference in the logic of the Kuomintang and that of the Chinese people that it is small wonder
that so much confusion exists.
Two questions:
(I) What caused the Kuomintang government to abandon so
much territory ·and so ·m any people by retreating first from
Heilungkiang to Lukouchiao, and then from Lukouchiao to
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Kweichow? Is it not the Kuomintang Government's policy of
non-resistance, and then the policy of passive resistance and of
repressing the people's war?
(2) What caused the Liberated Areas to beat off the long and
brutal attacks of the Japanese and puppet armies, to recapture
from the enemy so much territory, and to liberate so many
people? Is it not the correct course of the people's war?

The So-Called uDisobedience to Government
and Military Orders"
The Kuomintang government has been accusing the Communist Party of "disobedience to. government and military orders."
We can only say that fortunately the Communists have retained
the common sense of the Chinese people not to obey the so-called
"government and military orders" that would have returned the
Liberated Areas or territory taken with much difficulty from
the Japanese to the Japanese again, such as the "Measures for
the Restriction of Non-Kuomintang Activities" of 1939, the
orders to "dissolve the New Fourth Army" and "to retreat to the
north of the old Yellow River" in 1941, the order to "dissolve
the Chinese Communist Party" in 1943, the order to "disband
all the armed forces above the limit of ten divisions" in 1944,
and the recent proposal that our armies and regional governments be handed over to the Kuomintang, that there should not
be a coalition government, and that in return a few Communists
would be appointed officials in the Kuomintang dictatorial
government. The Kuomintang even called this proposal its "concessions." Fortunately, we have not obeyed these orders, and so
have retained some free territory and a gallant_ anti-Japanese
army for the Chinese people. Should not the Chinese people
rejoice over this disobedience? Is it not enough that the Kuomintang government, through its fascist and defeatist orders, has
already made a present to the Japanese of the vast territory from
Heilungkiang to Kweichow, together with its people? Who, except the Japanese and the reactionary factions, would welcome
these "government and military orders ? Without a genuine democratic coalition government which is not camouflaged or dictaH
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torial, is it imaginable that the Chinese people would permit the
Communists to hand over to the defeatist and fascist Kuomintang dictatorship the Liberated Areas and the embattled people's
army? If there were no Liberated Area and their armies, what
would the people's anti-Japanese war be? What would the nation's future be?

The Danger of Civil War
Up to the present, the chief ruling cliques in the Kuomintang
are still persisting in the reactionary course of dictatorship and
civil war. There are indications that they have prepared, or are
preparing, to launch another civil war once the Japanese aggressors are sufficiently driven out of China by invading Allied
armies. They also hope that certain Allied officers will fill the
same role in Ch~na . as General Scobie did in Greece. They
cheered the bloody career of Scobie and the reactionary Greek
government. They want to hurl China again into a civil war,
like the one of 1927-36. Under the smoke-screen of "convening
the Nati(;)nal Assembly" and "solution by political means," the
chief ruling cliques of the Kuomintang are secretly carrying on
their preparations for another civil war. If their sinister plans are
not exposed and their preparations stopped, the nation will ane
day hear again the gunfire of civil war.

Negotiation
To defeat the Japanese aggressors, to build a new China, and
to prevent another civil war, the Communist Party, with the
consent of the other democratic parties and groups, proposed
before the People's Political Council in September, 1944, the
ilnmediate ending of the Kuomintang dictatorship and the set. .
ting up of a democratic, coalition government. Undoubtedly this
proposal was very timely, because it was soon warmly supported
by the majority of the nation.
Negotiations were conducted between us and the Kuomintang
government to discuss the way to end the one-party dictatorship,
to form a coalition government, and to effect the necessary democratic reforms. However, all our proposals were rejected by the
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Kuomintang government, which was unwilling not only to end
the one-party rule and to set up a coalition government, but also
to effect any necessary democratic reform such as the liquidation
of Special Service organs, the rescinding of reactionary decrees
that deprived the people of their freedom, the release of political
prisoners, the recognition of the legal status of the various political parties, the recognition of the Liberated Areas, or the withdrawal of the troops surrounding and attacking the liberated
areas. Thus China has been placed in a very grave political
situation.

Two Future Courses
Viewing the situation as a whole and as analyzed above, I
must warn you against thinking that all our undertakings will
be successful and perfectly smooth. No, far from being so! The
fact is, two possibilities, two future courses, one good and the
other bad, are co-existent. Persistence in dictatorship and in
preventing democratic reform; the policy of oppressing the people instead of fighting the Japanese aggressors; this course will
not eliminate the possibility of another civil war which will drag
China to her former dependent, undemocratic, disunited, poor
self, even if the Japanese aggressors are beaten. This is one of the
possibilities, one of the future courses. It still exists, and has not
been removed by the favorable turn in the international situation, the increasing conscjousness of the people at home, or the
development of the people"s organized strength. Those who hope
for the materialization of this possibility are the anti-people
groups in the Kuomintang in China and the reactionary elements
in foreign nations, who believe in imperialism. This is one side
that must not be ignored.
But on the other hand, viewing the same situation as a whole
and as analyzed above, we are encouraged to grasp the other
possibility, the other future course, that is, to overcome all difficulties, to unite the entire nation, to abolish the dictatorship, to
effect democratic reform, to consolidate and expand the antiJapanese forces, to beat the Japanese aggressors completely, and
to build up a new, independent, free, democratic, united and
prosperous China. Those who hope for the materialization of
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this possibility are the people, the ·C hinese Communists and the
other democratic elements and groups in China, as well as all
the other peoples who consider us their equals, the progressive
elements and the masses in foreign nations.
We know very well that many difficulties are still confronting
us and the Chinese people, and that a tortuous path beset with
obstacles lies before us. But we know equally well that we
and the Chinese people will certainly be able to overcome all
these difficulties and obstacles, and to accomplish our mission.
To oppose with all our force the first possibility and to strive for
the materialization of the second is the eminent task of the
Chinese people and of ourselves. The main conditions, international as well as domestic, are essentially favorable to us and to the
Chinese people, as was clearly explained before. We hope that
the Kuomintang authorities, adapting themselves to the trend
Qf the world in general and the Chinese people in particular,
will resolutely change their erroneous policy, so that the " war
against Japan may be won, the suffering of the Chinese people
relieved, and a new China born. No matter what tortuous path
we have to take, the task of achieving independence and liberation for the Chinese people will be accomplished. That time has
now come. The great goal for which our martyrs have struggled
for more than a hundred years must be realized by our generation. Whoever tries to prevent this is doomed to failure.

IV. THE POLICY OF THE CHINESE
COMMUNIST PARTY
I have given above an analysis of the two courses in China's
anti-J apanese war. In my opinion, such an analysis is absolutely
necessary, because so far there are still large numbers among the
great ·masses of the people of China who do not understand the
concrete situation of the anti-Japanese war. Both in the Kuomin tang areas and abroad, many people are blinded because of
the blockade policy of the Kuomintang government. Before the
Chinese and foreign press corps and the American Military
Observation Mission came to China's Liberated Areas in 1944,
there were a great many people who _did not know anything
about the Liberated Areas. The New York Times said on January
28, 1945: "The best way to solve the Chinese Communist question is to allow people to go in and out of the two areas. Many
misunderstandings can thus be eliminated." But the Kuomintang
government is so afraid of this that, as s09n as the first press
corps returned from the Liberated Areas in 1944, it immediately
relocked the big door and refused to permit a single newspaper
man to come to the Liberated Areas. The same blockade policy
is applied by the Kuomintang government in the Kuomintang
areas as far as the real situation is concerned. I feel, therefore,
that it is our duty to clarify as much as possible the real situation
in the "two areas." Only by making clear the situation in all
parts of China are we able to understand why there is such
difference in the policy of China's two great political partiesthe Chinese Communist Party and the Kuomintang-and why
there is such a struggle between the two courses for China.
And only by so doing will we be able to make people understand
that the struggle between the two parties is not, as some people
say, an unnecessary, unimportant and petty dispute but is one
which concerns problems and principles that affect the life and
death of several millions of people.
In the present critical situation in China, all of the Chinese
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people, all the .democratic parties, groups, and ~lements, al~ the
people in foreIgn lands who are concerned wIth the ChIn.ese
situation, including many of the Allied governments, are hopIng
that disunity in China can be resolved into unity, that China can
carry out democratic reforms. They would like to learn what
policy the Chinese Communist Party would pursue in solving all
these important problems. Of course, our Party members are
even more concerned about this.
Our policy of the National anti-Japanese United Front has
always been clear and definite. The eight years of war have tested
this policy. Our Party Congress should draw some conclu&,ions
from it which will guide our future struggle .

. Our General Program
In order to mobilize and unite all the anti-Japanese forces
of the Chinese people completely to eradicate the Japanese
aggressor and to build an independent, free, democratic, united,
and prosperous new China, the Chinese people, the Chinese
Communist Party and all anti:J apanese democratic parties and
groups desperately need a common program upon which all
can agree.
Such a common program can be divided into two par-ts, the
general and the specific. We shall deal first with the general program, and then with the specific.
So far as the annihilation of the Japanese aggressors and the
building of a new China are concerned, the fundamental views
of us Communists are, at the present stage, identical with those
held by the overwhelming majority of the Chinese people. These
are: firstly, China, should not have a feudalistic, fascist, antipopular system of dictatorship of the big land-owners and
big bourgeosie, because such a system has been proved entirely bankrupt by the chief ruling cliques of the Kuomintang
in their eighteen years' rule. Secondly, China cannot and should
not attempt to build a state along the lines of a dictatorship of
the old historical type-a democratic dictatorship exclusively of
the liberal bourgeoisie. For, in China, the liberal bourgeoisie has
so far proved itself to be very weak economically and politically,
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while on the other hand, there has appeared in China a factor
-the Chinese proletariat with its leader, the Chinese Communist
Party-which has become class-conscious, demonstrated its tremendous capabilities in the political arena of China and given
leadership to the vast masses of the peasant class, the petty
bourgeoisie, the intellectuals and other democratic elements.
Thirdly, in the present stage, while the task of the Chinese people is still to oppose national and feudal oppression, while the
social-economic prerequisites are still absent in China, the Chinese
people cannot and therefore should not attempt to build a
socialist state.
Then, what is it that we want? We want to build, after annihilating the Japanese aggressors, a form of state based on the
support of the overwhelming majority of the people, on the
United Front and the coalition of democratic parties and groups.
We may call this the New Democratic state.
This· form of state truly conforms with the demand of the
overwhelming majority of the Chinese people, for, firstly, it has
been gaining and will continue to gain the support of several
million industrial workers and tens of millions of handicraft
workers and farm laborers; secondly, it has been gaining and will
continue to gain the support of 360,000,000 peasants and farmers,
or about 80 per cent of the entire population; thirdly, it has been
gaining and will continue to gain the support of numerous members of the petty bourgeoisie, the liberal bourgeoisie, the enlightened gentry, and other patriotic elements.
Of course, these classes have different demands. In this respect,
there still exist among them conflicts, for instance, the conflict
between capital and labor. To ignore these demands and conflicts
would be insincere and erroneous. However, these diverse demands and conflicts would not and should not,. in the stage of
the new democratic system, be allowed to develop beyond the
common demand. The diverse demands and conflicts can be
harmonized, and when harmonized the political, economic, and
cultural reconstruction of the new democratic state can be
achieved by joint effort.
Politically, the new democracy we uphold means the overthrow
of foreign oppression and the elimination of feudalistic, fascistic
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oppression. But after removing these oppressions, we do not
propose to set up an old-type democratic political system. Instead,
we want to set up a political system based on the United Front
on which all democratic classes collaborate. These views of ours
are identical with Dr. Sun Yat-sen's. In the Manifesto of the First
National Congress of the Kuomintang, Dr. Sun Yat-sen said:
"The so-called democratic system in modern nations is often
exclusively controlled by the bourgeoisie, and is therefore a
tool with which to oppress the common people. But the Kuomintang's democracy is meant for the general masses, and not for ~
few." This preat political revelation by Dr. Sun Yat-sen should
be observed and resolutely put into practice by the Chinese people, the Communist Party and all other democratic elements, who
should also fight against any person or group that violates or is
hostile to this revelation, so as to safeguard and develop this
completely correct political principle of the new democracy,
.
The structure of this new democratic government should follow the lines of the system of democratic centralism, with various
grades of people's assemblies making decisions on the administrative policy and electing the government. This system is at once
democratic and centralized, that is to say, it is a centralized power
based on democracy, and at the same time is democracy directed
by centralized power. This system alone can give expression to
democracy in the broad set:1se of the term by investing the highest
power in the various people's assemblies; at the same time, it
permits public affairs to be dealt with in a centralized manner,
with the various grades of the government doing the work entrusted to them by the people's assemblies and safeguarding all
the necessary democratic activities of the people.
The problems of the new democratic state and government
include in them the problem of a union of states. The various
national minorities in China should, in accordance with their
own will and the principles of democracy, form a Union of
Democratic Republics of China, and set up a Central Government based on that union.
Troops and armed forces form an important organ of power of
the new democratic state. Without them, the nation is without
protection. Like all other organs of power and completely dif35

ferent from the old-time troops and police who belong to a few
and are tools for oppressing the people, all armed forces of the
new democracy belon&: to the people and protect them.
Our views on the democratic economy also conform to the
principles laid down by Dr. Sun Yat-sen. On the question of
land, Dr. Sun maintained that "every tiller should have his own
land." On the question of industry and commerce, Dr. Sun said
in the Manifesto mentioned above: "all native or foreign enterprises that are either of the nature of monopolies or on a scale
beyond the means of private interests, for instance, banking,
railways, shipping, etc., should be managed and controlled by
the state, so that private capital may not control the livelihood
of the people. This is the essence of the restriction of capital."
Our views on the present stage of economy are in complete accord
with those of Dr. Sun Yat-sen's.
Some people fear that Chinese Communists are opposed to
the development of individuality or of private capital, and the
protection of private property. These fears are unfounded. National and feudal oppression has restricted the development of
individuality and private capital, and has ruined the property of
the masses. The task of our new-democratic system is to remove
this restriction and ruination, to safeguard the free development
of the people's individuality in their social life, to promote the
free development of private capitalist economy that benefits instead of controls the people's livelihood, and to protect all legitimate private property.
Dr. Sun's principles and the experience gained in the Chinese
Revolution show that China's present economy should be undertaken partly by the state, partly by private concerns, and partly
by co-operatives. Here "state" is not "monopolized by the few,"
but is a new-democratic state "of .the common people." The nelV
democratic culture should also belong to the common people,
that is to say, national, scientific, popular culture should decidedly
not be "monopolized by a few."
Such is the general, or basic, program advocated by us Communists in the present stage-the stage of the bourgeoisie democratic revolution. In contradistinction to the future, or ultimate,
program of our socialist or communist system, this is our mini36

mum program. The carryIng out of this program will push
China one step forward from her present national and social
character, that is to say, from her colonial, semi-colonial, and
semi-feudal character to the national and social character of a
new bourgeoisie democracy. It will, with the complete annihilation of the Japanese aggressors, build up an independent, free,
democratic, united and prosperous nation of such a character.
The carrying out of this program will not advance China to
Socialism. This is not a ,question of the subjective willingness
or unwillingness of certain individuals to do the advancing; it
is due to the fact that the objective political and social conditions
in China do not permit the advance.
We Communists never conceal or disguise our political aims.
Our future, or ultimate, program is to advance China into the
realm of socialism and communism; this has been settled and
cannot be doubted. The very nam~ of our party and our Marxian
world outlook definitely points to this boundlessly bright direction of our highest ideal. When we joined the party, we had in
our mind two clearly defined objectives: to fight for the neobourgeois democratic revolution, and to strive for the materialization of the future socialist revolution of the proletariat. We must
resolutely rebut the ignorant and base enmity, false accusations,
vituperation, or sneers of the enemies of communism. To the
sceptics bearing no ill-will, we should explain good-naturedly and
patiently our cause. Such things are very clear, definite, and not
the least bit ambiguous.
But all Chinese Communists and their sympathizers must fight
for their immediate objective: they must fight ·against national
and feudal oppression, to deliver the Chinese people from their
tragic world of colonialism, semi-colonialis~ and _. semi·:feudalism, and to build up an independent, free, democratic, united
and prosperous China in conformity with the new bourgeois
democracy, the new democracy, and Dr. Sun Yat-sen's revolutionary San Min Chu I. We have been doing this. We Communists,
supported by the majority of the Chinese people, have been
striving for this end for twenty-four years.
Any Communist or Communist sympathizer who would not
fight for this objective, who slighted this bourgeois-democratic
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revolution and would fight only half-he'U'tedly for it, who talked
of socialism and communism without meaning to be ready to lay
down his life for it, would be inadvertently or intentionally repudiating socialism and communism, and therefore could not be
considered a conscious .a nd sincere Communist. Socialism can be
reached only through democracy; this is an accepted truth of
Marxism. The struggle for democracy in China still requires a
prolonged period. Without a new democratic, united state, withou t the economic development of a new democratic nation,
without the development of a broad private capitalist and
cooperative economy, without the development of a national,
scientific, popular and new democratic culture, without the
emancipation and development of the individuality of hundreds
of millions of people, in short, without the thorough, new
bourgeois dem9cratic revolution, to establish socialism over the
ruins of the colonial, semi-colonial, and semi-feudal China would
be a Utopian dream.
Some people cannot understand why the Communists, far
from being antipathetic to capitalism, actually promote its development. To them we can simply say this much: to replace
the oppression of foreign imperialism and native feudalism with
the development of capitalism is not only an advance, but also
an unavoidable process; it will benefit not only the c.apitalist
. class, but also the proletariat. What China does not want is
foreign capitalism and native feudalism; it does nQt oppose native
native capitalism. Strangely enough, certain spokesmen for
China's capitalist class fear to advocate openly and directly the
development of capitalism; they talk about it in a ve~y roundabout manner. On the other hand, some people maintain that
we should not allow capitalism to develop broadly in China, and
that San Min Chu I and Socialism can be established "in one
stroke."
Obviously, such things reflect either the weakness of China's
'liberal bourgeoisie or the deceitfulness of the big land-owners and
big bourgeoisie to the people. We Commqnists, understanding the
Marxist law of social development, know very well thai, under
the conditions in China and the rule of the new democratic state,
private capitalist economy, in addition to state economy, the
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individual economy of the laboring classes, and co-operative
economy, must be given facilities for a broad development, if the
state, the people, and the forward development of our society
are to be benefited. No empty talk and deception can possibly
mislead the clear-headed Communists.
Some people doubt the sincerity of the Communists when they
"recognize China's need of the San Min Chu I in the present
stage" and "will fight for its complete realization." This . comes
from not understanding the fact that the fundamental principles
of San Min Chu I, as explained by Dr. Sun Yat-sen in the Manifesto of the First National Congress of the Kuomintang it:! 1924,
concur with certain fundamental principles in the present-that
is, the minimum program of our party. It should be pointed out,
how~ver, that Dr. Sun's San Min Chu I concurs only with certain fundamet:ttal principles in our present program, and not
with the entire program. The new-democratic program of our
party is of course much more complete than Dr. Sun's program.
Events in the Chinese revolution in the twenty years after Dr.
Sun"s death have helped to develop our new democratic theory,
program, and practice; this development will continue. Judged
by its basic character, Dr. Sun's San Min Chu I, as explained
in that Manifesto, is new democratic and should be distinguished
from the older San Min Chu 1. This new San Min Chu I is what
China needs at present, and of course we are willing to fight for
its complete realization. To the Chinese Communists, to fight
for the Party's minimum program and to fight for the revolutionary San Min Chu I-the new San Min Chu I-of Dr. Sun's is
basically (not completely) the same thing. Therefore, it has been .
and will be proved that the Chinese Communists are sincerely
and thoroughly carrying out the San Min Chu 1.
Some people wonder if the Communists, once in power, will
establish a dictatorship by the proletariat and a one-party system,
as they have done in the Soviet Union. We can tell these people
this: a new democracy of a union of democratic classes is different
in principle from a socialist state with the dictatorship of the
proletariat. China, throughout the period of her new democratic
system, cannot and should not have a system of government of
the character of one-class dictatorship or one-party monopoly of
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Government. We have no reason not to cooperate with non-Communist political parties, social groups, or individuals who are
willing to cooperate with the Communist Party and are not hostile
to it. Russian history determined the Soviet form of society. There
the social system in which man exploits man has been abolished;
a new democratic (socialist) political, economic and cultural system has been established; all anti-socialist political parties have
been rejected by the people, who support only the Bolshevik
Party. To the Russian, such a system, is completely necessary and
rational. But even in Russia, where the Bolshevik Party is .the
only political party, the governmental authority is invested in
the allaince of workers, peasants, and intellectuals, or in the bloc
of Party members and non-Party members, and not in the hands
of the working class, or Bolsheviks, alone. In the same way,
Chinese history will determine the Chinese system. A unique
form -a new democratic state and regime of a union of the democratic classes-will be produced, which will be entirely necessary
and rational to us and different from the Russian system.
Here I want to answer another question, which is this: You
Communists advocate the setting up of a coalition government,
because, pending a democratic election system, a coalition government is necessary for national unification and for waging the
anti-] apanese war; but why insist on setting up a coalition government in the future, too, when there will be a democratic
election system? Why not let the majority party in the National
Assembly set up a one-party government? Our answer is this:
China's historical conditions prescribe a coalition government.
I have said before that matters in China have long been changed
by a new factor-the appearance of the Chinese Communist Party,
which represents not only the proletariat, but by virtue of its ·
program and actual struggles, also the vast peasant class, the
petty bourgeoisie, the intellectuals, and other democratic elements. Any government that excludes from itself the Communist
Party will be unable to achieve anything good; this is the fundamental characteristic of a China which has entered the historic
stage of new democracy. As far back as 1924, when Dr. Sun Yatsen established in reality a coalition government in which the
Communist Party participated, he accomplished something
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(Treat. After 1927, the Kuomintang government excluded
~he Communist Party, and waged a ruthless anti-Communist
war; this government thus launched itself on a reactionary
career. Today, confronted by the Japanese aggressors, the
Kuomintang government has not yet openly waged a total war
on the Communists, but excludes them by local .fights, Special
Service methods, blockades, slanderous propaganda, preparing
for another civil war, and refusing to set up a coalition government. But the more it tries to suppress the Communists, the
more degenerate it becomes. If they persist in their efforts of
exclusion, they will reach the abyss of degeneration. Under the
present conditions in China, a government that excludes the Communist Party, excludes the overwhelming majority of the people. No one can entertain the idea that the Communists demand
to be admitted into the government because they covet official
positions; Communist participation in the government means the
carrying out of new democratic reforms. Even when China has
a democratic election system, there should be a coalition government working under a commonly accepted new democratic program, for better accomplishing the constructive work of the new
democracy, no matter whether the Communist. Party is the
majority party in the National Assembly or not. This necessity
has become quite clear now. .

Our Specific Program ·
Based on the general program mentioned above, we should
draw up specific programs for different periods. In the entire
bourgeois democratic revolution stage, over scores of years, our
new democratic general program is unchanged. But conditions
in the various periods within this stage have changed and are
ever changing, and so it is necessary that changes of our specific
program should occasionally be . made. For example, from
the Northern Expedition through the Agrarian Revolution to
the Anti-Japanese War periods, our new democratic general
program has undergone no change, but there have been changes
in our specific program during these three periods, because
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changes have occurred among our enemies and friends in these
three periods.
The Chinese people are at present living under these circumstances: (1) The Japanese aggressors have not yet been defeated;
(2) the Chinese people urgently need unity and democratic
reform, which will effect national unification and speedy mobilization and unification of all anti-Japanese forces for the final
defeat of the Japanese aggressors in cooperation with the allied
nations; (3) the Kuomintang government impairs national unification and resists democratic reform. What is our specific
program-that is, the Chinese people's present demands-under
these circumstances?
We consider the following demands appropriate and the least
the people can make.
The Chinese people demand the mobilization of all forces
for the annihilation, in concert with the Allied Nations, of the
Japanese aggressors and for building up an international peace;
they demand the abolition of the Kuomintang one-party dictatorship and the setting up of a democratic coalition government and.
a coalition supreme command; they demand national unification
and the punishment of the pro-Japanese, Fascist and defeatist
elements that impair national unification and oppose the people;
they demand the punishment of those reactionary elements that
instigate civil war, and an assurance of internal peace; they
demand the punishment of traitors and Japanese spies; and the
prosecution of officers who have surrendered to the enemy; they
demand the abolition of all the special service organs and
activities that suppress the people; they demand the abolition
of concentration camps and the reactionary decrees that suppress the people's freedom of speech, of press, of assembly,
of association, of thought, of belief, and of person, so that
the people may enjoy their rights; they demand the recognition of the legal status of all democratic parties and groups;
they demand the release of all patriotic, political prisoners; they
demand the withdrawal of all armed forces now surrounding
and attacking the Liberated Areas, and employment of these
troops on the anti-Japanese front; they demand the recognition
of all anti-Japanese forces and popularly elected governments
42

in the Liberated Areas, they demand the expansion .of the
Liberated Areas and their armed forces at the expense of enemyoccupied areas; they demand that the people in enemy-occupied
territory be given assistance in organizing underground forces
for an armed insurrection; they demand to be armed for the defense of the nation; they demand the political and military reforming of the Kuomintang-directed troops that always lose to the
enemy, always oppress the people and non-Kuomintang forces,
and the punishment of the officers responsible for China's
defeats; they demand the improvement of the conscription system and the living conditions of the officers and men; they demand privileges for the families of soldiers, that they may be relieved of their worries for their families; they demand special
privileges for the families of soldiers killed in action and for
disabled veterans, and employment for veterans; they demand
the development of the armament industry for better waging
the war; they demand fair distribution of Allied military and
financial aid to all anti-] apanese forces; they demand the punishment of corrupt officials, and the institution of a clean government; they demand better treatment for middle and lower
classes of government employees; they demand the democratic
right of self-government for themselves; they demand the abolition of the oppressive "pao-chia" system, they demand relief
for war refugees and famine-stricken areas; they demand the
setting apart of large funds for the relief of people in enemyoccupied areas when these areas are recovered; they demand the
abolition of oppressive taxes, and the imposition of a consolidated progressive tax; they demand for rural reforms, reduction
of rent and interest, proper protection for the rights of tenants,
low-interest loans to poor peasants, and organization of the peasants for the development of agricultural production; they demand the prohibition of bureaucratic capital; they demand the
abolition of the present system of economic control; they demand
the checking of endless inflation and rise of commodity prices;
they demand assistance to small industries by extending them
loans and facilities in purchasing raw material and in sales;
they demand improvement of the living conditions of workers,
relief for the unemployed, and the organi~ation of workers for
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the development of industrial production; they demand the
abolition of party-controlled education and the development of
national, scientific, popular culture and education; they demand
assurance of the livelihood of teachers and freedom of study;
they demand the safeguarding of the interests of youths, women
and children, relief for refugee students, the organization of
youths and women for war and social work, freedom of marriage,
equal status for both sexes, and education ' for children and youth;
they demand better treatment for the national minorities in
China; according them the right of self-determination and of
forming a union with the Hans on a voluntary basis; they demand protection for the interests of overseas 'Chinese and
assistance for returned overseas Chinese; they demand protection
for aliens fleeing to China from Japanese oppression, and
assistance to them in their anti-Japanese struggle; they demand
the improvement of Sino-Soviet rela~ions. To meet these demands, it is most important to put an end at once to the
Kuomintang dictatorship, and to set up a nationally-supported,
d.emocratic, unified, provisional central-Coalition government
that includes all anti-Japanese political parties and representa:tives of non-partisan elements. Without this prerequisite, it will
be impossible seriously to institute even the least reform on a
national scale-that is, in Kuomintang-controlled area.
These demands are the voice of the vast majority of the Chinese people, and of the Allied press.
As it is completely necessary to formulate a minimum specific
program to which all anti-Japanese, democratic parties cap. agree,
we propose to negotiate with othe~ political parties on the basis
of the program outlined above. The various parties may have
different demands, but they should agree upon their common
demands.
In the Kuomintang-controlled areas, this program is, for the
time being, a series of demands; in enemy-occupied areas, it can
be carried out only after they are rec9vered. With the exception
of that part dealing with the organization of an underground
army for insurrection; in the Liberated Areas, it has been, and is
being, carried out.
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Thoroughly Exterminate the Japanese Aggressor.
No Half-Way Compromises!
/
The immediate demands of the Chinese people, or our specific
program, imply some wartime and postwar problems of impor~
tance that require clarification. While clarifying these problems,
we will criticize some of the erroneous views held by the chief
ruling cliques of the Kuomintang, and at the same time will
reply to some questions put by certain people.
(1) Thorough extermination of the Japanese aggressors and
no half~way compromises:
The Cairo Conference correctly decided that the Japanese aggressors should be made to surrender unconditionally. But, as the
Japanese aggressors are secretly attempting to get a negotiated
peace, and as the pro~Japanese elements in the Kuomintang are
not checked in their secret dealings with Japanese secret agents
via the Puppet Government at Nanking, the danger of a half~way
compromise is not completely past. It is very good, too, that the
Cairo Conference further decided to return to China the four
Northeastern Provinces, Formosa, and the Pescadores. But the
present policy of the Kuomintang government makes it impossible to rely upon it to fight to the Yaln River and recover all
lost territory. What should the Chinese people do under such
circumstances? They should ask the Kuomintang government
to annihilate the Japanese aggressors, and not to compromise
with them; all attempts at compromise must be immediately
stopped. The Chinese people should demand that the Kuomintang government change its present policy of passive re~
sistance and employ all its armed forces in active combat. The
Chinese people should expand their own armed forces-the
8th Route and New 4th Armies and other popular forcesvoluntarily and widely increasing the anti-Japanese forces in
areas under enemy occupation. They should be ready to cooperate directly with the Allied forces and to recover all lost
territory, but they should not rely entirely on the KU0mintang.
The extermination of the Japanese aggressors is the sacred right
of the Chinese people, who should deal determined blows to
any reactionary attempting to deprive them of this right, who
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seeks to suppress their anti-] apanese activity or to undermine
their anti-] apanese strength, because such reactionary and
traitorous attempts actually help the] apanese aggressors.

Abolition of One-Party Dictatorship and
E~tablishment of a Coalition Government
(2) The abolition of the Kuomintang dictatorship and the setting up of a democratic coalition government:
To annihilate the Japanese aggressors, it is necessary that
democratic reforms should be effected on a national scale, which
is impossible, unless the Kuomintang dictatorship is abolished
and a democratic coalition government set up in its place.
The K.uomintang one-party rule is in practice a dictatorship
by the anti-people groups within the Kuomintang. It is the
disrupter of Chinese national unity, responsible for C.hina's failures in her war against Japan, and is the main obstacle to the
mobilization and unification of the anti-Japanese forces of the
Chinese people. The sad experience of eight years of the war has
taught the Chinese people to demand its immediate abolition.
It is an anti-people dictatorship and the root of civil war, which
it will bring about, if it is not abolished.
The demand of the Chinese people for the abolition of this
anti-people dictatorship is so universal and loud that the
Kuomintang authorities themselves cannot help recognizing
openly the need of an "early conclusion of Political Tutelage."
This shows how corrupt, bankrupt and unp·o pular is the so-called
"Political Tutelage" or "One-Party Dictatorship," or to argue
that it should not be abolished. This is a great change in the
present situation.
That it should be ended is no longer doubted. But opinions
vary on how it should be ended. One will say: It should be
immediately ended and a democratic, provisional coalition gover~ment set up. Another will say: we can wait until the "National Assembly" returns "the rule to the people"; we cannot return the rule to the coalition government.
What is the meaning of this difference?46

It means two methods of approach, one earnest and the other
demagogic.
The first is the genuine method which calls for the immediate
announcement of the abolition of the Kuomintang one-party
rule, the setting up of a provisional Central Government jointly
by the Kuomintang, the ' Communist Party, the Democratic
League and other non-partisan elements, and the promulgation of a democratic administrative program, like the one
outlined above, for the restoration of our national unity and
the defeat of the '1 apanese aggressors. A Round-Table conference of representatives of all political parties and non-partisan
leaders should be called to discuss those measures, and agreement should be reached, and action should be taken at once.
This method conduces to unity, and is resolutely supported by '
the people.
The second is the make-believe method which, by ignoring
and defying the wishes of the overwhelming majority of the
people and democratic political parties, is to convene the
" N ational Assembly," controlled by the anti-people groups in
the Kuomintang. This "National Assembly" will pass the socalled "constitution" that in reality maintains the dictatorship
and opposes democracy; it will put the cloak of legality on the
illegal "National Government," set up by several Kuomintang
men, entirely unsupported by the people; it will seemingly
"return the rule to the people," while in reality letting the
anti-popular groups within the Kuomintang retain their "rule."
What's more, it will label those who oppose this method
enemies of "democracy" and "unity," and, armed with the
excuse, will not hesitate to use force. This method is conducive
to disunity, and is resolutely opposed by the Chinese people.
These measures, based on such a method and ready to be
taken by our anti-popular heroes, will lead them into a blind
alley. They are preparing to put a noose-called the "National
Assembly"-around their own necks and tighten it so that it
cannot be loosened. They intend to make the "National Assembly" into a magic wand with which they can counter the Coalition Government proposal, maintain the dictatorship, and prepare for civil w.ar. But the logic of history 'goes opposite to their
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wishes. For, as everybody knows, the people have no freedom in
Kuomintang-controlled areas, they cannot participate in elections
in enemy-occupied areas, and the status of the Liberated Areas
where the people enjoy democratic freedoms is not even recognized by the Kuomintang government. Under such circumstances, how can representatives be elected? How can the
National Assembly come into being? The "National AssemblyH
that is scheduled to convene soon was hand-picked by the
Kuomintang dictatorial government eight years ago, in the
period of civil war. The convening of this "Assembly" 'will ' certainly provoke indignant protests from the entire nation, much
to the embarrassment of our anti-popular heroes. Even should
the "National Assembly" be convened, they would succeed only
in leading themselves into a blind alley and in splitting China
into many pieces.
We Communists do not want China to be drawn into such a
situation, and we propose two measures to save her from this fate.
The first, which deals with the present period, calls for the
setting up of a provisional coalition government through the
conf~rence of representatives · of all .political J?-a~ties and nonpartIsan elements. The second, whIch deals WIth the future,
cal'ls for the convocation, through free and unrestricted election,
of the National Assembly, which will set up a regular coalition
government. In short, it is necessary to set up a coalition government which will unite all classes of the people and all parties
under a common, democratic program for the fight against
Japan and the future reconstruction work.
China 'Will take this course, despite the opposition or unwillingness of the Kuomintang or any other party, group or individual. This is an inevitable and irrefutable historical law that
cannot be changed by any force.
Respecting this problem and any problem concerning democratic reform, we Communists wish to state that despite the persistence of the Kuomintang authorities in their erroneous policy
and their recourse to negotiations as a means to gain time and to
appease pubiic opinion, we are willing to resume negotiations
with them if they will renounce their present erroneous policy
and agree to effect democratic reforms. But these negotiations
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must be based on the general policy of anti-Japanese unity and
. democracy. We cannot agree to any measure, plan or grandiose
but empty talk that deviates from this policy.

The Freedom of the People
(3) The freedom of the people:
At present, the Chinese people have to fight for their freedorn
primarily and chiefly against the Japanese aggressors. But the
Kuomintang government deprives the people of their freedoms
and incapacitates the people for the fight by binding their
hands and feet. Such a state of affairs prevents the mobilization
and unification of all anti-Japanese forces on a national scale.
We, in our program, proposed the abolition of one-party dictatorship; setting up of a coalition government; abolition of the
special services and laws suppressing freedoms; severe punishment of traitors, spies for the Japanese, pro-] apanese elements,
fascists and corrupt officials; release of political prisoners; recognition of the legal status of all the democratic parties; withdrawal
of the troops surrounding and attacking the Liberated Areas;
recognition of the Liberated Areas, and abolition of the Pao
and Chia institution, together with numerous other measures
proposed by us concerning economy, cultur~ and mass movement.
These are all aimed at freeing the people from their fetters, so
that they will enjoy the right and freedom to fight the Japanese,
and to realize unity and democracy.
The people should fight for their freedom, not wait for it
to be bestowed on them. In the Liberated Areas, the people have
secured their freedom, and those in other areas can and should
secure theirs. The more freedom the Chinese people get, the
greater will be their organized democratic forces, and the more
probable will be the setting up of a united, provisional coalition
government. This coalition government will in turn give the people full freedom with which to consolidate the foundation of
that government. Then, and only then, after annihilating the
Japanese aggressors, will it be possible to conduct free, unrestricted elections all over the country, to produce a democratic
National Assembly, and to set up a united, regular coalition gov49

ernment. Is it not clear that if the people are without freedom,
there will be no popularly elected National Assembly or government?
The most important freedom of the people is freedom of
speech, press, assembly, association, thinking, belief, and body.
In all China only the people in the Liberated Areas enjoy this
freedom.
In hIS will, Dr. Sun Yat-sen said in 1925: "I have devoted 40
years of 'm y life to the National Revolution, with the aim of securing freedom and equality for China. The experience of these
40 years has told me that to achieve this end, it is necessary to
awaken the people and ally them to other peoples of the world
who treat us as their equals for our comlnon struggle." His worthless inheritors have disobeyed him by oppressing the people instead of awakening them, by completely depriving the people
of their freedom of speech, publication, assembly, association,
thinking, belief and person. They call the Communist Party and
the Eighth and New Fourth Armies and the Liberated Areas,
. which really awaken the people and protect their freedom and
rights, the "Perfidious Party" and the "Traitorous Armies," and
the "Traitorous Areas." We hope such practice of calling day
night will soon be discontinued. It will not be tolerated by the
Chinese people.

The Unification of the People
(4) The unification of the people:
To eliminate the Japanese aggressors, to avoid further civil
wars, and to build up a new China, it is the duty of the Chinese
people to unify China into a whole.
But how can we achieve unification? Shall it be arbitrary unification by a dictator, or democratic unification by the people?
Northern warlords, since the days of Yuan Shih-kai, stressed
arbitrary unification. But what did they achieve? Contrary to
their wishes, they got disunity instead of unity, and finally all of
them toppled down. Tlle anti-popular groups in the Kuomintang
followed Yuan Shih-kai's course by pursuing arbitrary unity and
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plunging .the nation into ten years -of civil war, with the result of
inviting the Japanese aggressots into China. They retreated to
Mount Omei, where they still continue to boast about their theory
of arbitrary unification. But who will listen to them? Is there any
patriotic, conscientious Chinese willing to listen to thenl? Sixteen years of autocratic rule by the Northern warlords and
eighteen years of the Kuomintang dictatorship have taught -the
people to open their eyes to demand a democratic unification
by the people instead of an arbitrary unification by the dictators.
We Communists proposed the policy of anti-Japanese National
United Front in 1935, and have been fighting for it ever since. In
1939, the Kuomintang, by enforcing its reactionary "Measures for
the -Restriction of Non-Kuomintang Activities," plunged China
into the danger of surrender, disunity, and retrogression. While
the Kuomintang was vaunting its theory of arbitrary unification,
we made it clear that unification could not be achieved through
surrendering to the enemy, nor through division or retrogression,
but through fighting against the e-nemy, and solidarity and
progress; and that only a unification by these latter methods
is genuine, the unification by all other methods being false.
Six years have elapsed since then, but the problem remains unsolved.
Without peoples' freedom and peoples' democracy, how can
unity be achieved? It can be achieved immediately only if the
people have freedom and democracy. The Chinese people, while
striving for freedom, democracy, and a coalition government,
are striving for unity. We named these demands in the specific
program above for the same end. It is comtnon knovvledge that
if the dictatorship of the anti-people cliques is not abolished,
and a democratic coalition government is not set up, it will be
impossible to bring about any democratic reform in the Kuomin tang-controlled areas, to mobilize all the troops and the
people there for the annihilation of the Japanese aggressors in
cooperation with the allied nations, or to avoid the catastrophe
of another civil war. The reason why so many partisan and
non-partisan democratic elements, including democratic elements
in the Kuomintang, are unanimously demanding a coalition
government is because they see In it the only means of over51

coming the impending crisis and of attaining unity in the war
and in postwar reconstruction.

The Army of the People
(5) The army of the people:
The Chinese people want freedom, unity, a coalition government, the annihilation of the Japanese aggressors and the building up of a new China. They can't get what they want if there
is not an army of and for the people. At present, we have only
the Eighth Route and the New Fourth Armies, which are quite
insufficient, yet the anti-people groups in the Kuomintang have
been trying to destroy and exterminate them. In 1944, the Kuomintang government proposed that the Communist Party disband four-fifths of the armed forces in our Liberated Areas
"within the specified time." In 1945, during the last negotiations,
the Kuomintang government told the Communists that all of
the armed forces in the Liberated Areas must be handed over
to it before it could give "legal status" to the Communist Party.
The Communists were told that they would have freedom
once they surrendered their troops. It might be inferred, therefore, that unarmed political parties should have freedom. But
in 1924-1927, Chinese Communists, then directing a small army,
enjoyed comparative freedom, which they lost when the Kuomintang government adopted the policy of "purge and kill." The
China Democratic League, as well as democratic elements within
the Kuomintang, does not have troops or freedom. The workers, peasants, students, progressive cultural workers, educators
and industrialists under the Kuomintang government's rule have
no freedom. Is it because they have an army, "acted feudalistically," set up a "traitorous government," or disobeyed "administrative and military orders?" No, the opposite is true;
they have no freedom because they have done none of these.
"The army belongs to the state." True, an army should belong to the state. There is no army in the world which does not
belong to a state. But what kind of state? The feudalistic,
fascist dictatorship of the big landowners, big bankers and big
compradores? Or the new democratic state of the people? China
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should be built up only as a new democratic state with a new
democratic coalition government, to which all armed forces
should belong, so that it may safeguard the people's freedom
and effectively protect them against foreign aggressors. The
armed forces in the Liberated Areas will be handed over immediately to the new democratic coalition government and the Joint
Supreme Command once these organs are e·s tablished in China;
but at the same time, all Kuomintang troops must be handed
over to them, too.
.
To defeat the Japanese aggressors and build up a new China,
to attain freedom and unity, to prevent further civil wars and
safeguard internal peace, the Chinese people cannot shirk the
duty of reforming the Kuomintang troops which always flee before a Japanese advance which discriminates against non-Kuomintang forces, and which are employed by the Kuomintang to
oppress the 'people and to prepare for another civil war, so that
they may become an army of the people. Most of the rank and file
and officers of the Kuomintang army are good men, who have
fought with courage and are actively anti-Japanese. Unwilling to
be opposed to the Communist Party, the Eighth Route Army, the
New Fourth Army, or the Liberated Areas, they have been forced
. to take an anti-popular stand by the Kuomintang Supreme ' Command and corrupt generals who, in direct contravention of the
democratic tradition of Dr. Sun Yat-sen, have assumed defeatist,
fascist leadership, taken up reactionary political work and set
up a network of Special Service organs. They are placed in a
very grave situation; their internal, as well as public, relationsrelations between officers and men, and between army and people
-are extremely strained; their combat strength is feeble, and
they live under painful conditions. Moreover, the Kuomintang's
conscription system is faulty and the people are forbidden to arm
themselves for the defense of their own land. All this has to be
reformed and cannot be allowed to continue. Reform is the
demand not only of the Chinese people, but also of the Allied
press as well as the rank and file and officers of the Kuomintang
army.
Dr. Sun Yat-sen said in 1924: "Today marks the beginning
of a new era in the National Revolution .... We must first ,ved
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our armed might to the people, and then identify it with the
people." The Eighth Route and New Fourth Armies, by following this direction, become the armed might of the people and
therefore are often victorious. The Kuomintang army was victorious in the early stages of the Northern Expedition because
it was united to the people. Since then, it has been put to antipeople uses and therefore has been steadily degenerating. It
is good at fighting civil wars, but no good at fighting foreign
aggressors. Every patriotic, conscientious officer in the Kuomintang army should try to regain Dr. Sun Yat-sen's spirit and
reform the troops under his command.
While reforming the old army,. proper education should be
given to those officers willing to learn, so that they may learn
to correct their old views and to serve in the ·army of the people.
To create an army of the Chine~e people is the responsibility
of the whole nation, including all democratic political parties.
Without a people's army, the people will be deprived of everything. We must not simply talk about this problem, but should
act.
We Communists 'are willing to assist in the reforming of Chinese armed forces. The Eighth Route and New Fourth Armies
should regard all those in favor of unity with the people and
those anti-Japanese troops not hos.tile to the Liberated Areas as
friendly forces, and should give them proper assistance.

Land
(6) The land problem:
To annihilate the Japanese aggressors and build up a new
China, it is necessary to effect agrarian reforms and bring about
the emancipation of the peasants. Dr. Sun Yat-sen's policy that
gives "the tiller his fields" is a correct policy at the present stage
of the bourgeois and neo-democratic revolution.
Why do we call the present stage of the revolution "bourgeois and neo-~emocratic?" Because what the revolution wants
to eiiminate now is not the bourgeoisie in general, but national
and feudalist oppression; the revolution does not want generally
to abolish private property, but wants to protect private property;
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the revolution will pave the way for the development of' capitalism. "Land for the tiller" means the transfer of land from
the hands of feudalist exploiters to the hands of peasants as
privately owned property of the latter, so that the peasants may
be freed from their feudal relationship with the land, agriculture
may be advanced from its old backwardness to the modern level,
and industry may be furnished with a market, thus creating the
possibility of changing the nation's agricultural character into an
industrial one. So, "land for the tiller" is a bourgeois democratic
policy, not a proletarian socialist policy. It is the policy of all revolutionary democratic groups, not of the Communists alone. We
Communists act differently from the others in that we take the
policy seriously: we not only talk about it, but also act upon
it. But who are the revolutionary democratic groups? The
proletarians are of course the most thorough revolutionary democrats. Besides the prol~tariat, the peasants form the largest
revolutionary democratic group. All peasants, with the exception of those rich farmers unable to shake off their tails of feudalism, are actively demanding "land for the tiller." The urban
petty-bourgeoisie are another revolutionary democratic group,
because the development of agricultural production. capacity,
made possible by the policy of "land for the tiller," benefits them.
The liberal ' bourgeoisie form " a vacillating group, they favor
the policy of "land for the tiller," because they, too, want a
market; but many of them fear the policy because they are connected with land. Those who are resolutely opposed to the policy
are the anti-popular groups within the Kuomintang, because they
represent the class of big landowners, big bankers, and big compradores. As there is no political party in China representing exclusively the peasant class, and as political parties representing
the liberal bourgeoisie lack a solid land program, the Chinese
Communists, who have a solid land program, who really fight
for . the interests of the peasants ' and win them over as their
allies, naturally become the leaders of the peasants and all other
revolutionary democratic groups.
In the years from 1927 to 1936, the Chinese Communist Party
carried out "Dr. Sun Yat-sen's policy of "land for the tiller."
It was those worthless followers of Dt. Sun Yat-sen-the anti-
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popular groups in the Kuomintang-who began to wage a tenyear anti-people's war, a war against the policy of "the land to
the tiller."
,
Since the Qutbreak of the present war, the Communist Party
has made a great concession by replacing the policy of "land for
the tiller" with the policy of rent and interest reduction. The
concession is right; it precipitated the Kuomintang's participation in the anti-Japanese war and united the landowners in the
Liberated Areas to the peasants in their fight against the Japanese
aggressors. If no unusual difficulty arises, we intend to let it
stand after the war. , We will first carry out the reduction of
rent and interest throughout the entire country, and then
through proper measures realize "the land to the tiller" in a
suitable way.
But the renegades from Dr. Sun's principles are opposed not
only to the policy of -"land for the tiller," but also to the reduction of rent and interest. The Kuomintang government did
promulgate such decrees as "25 per cent Reduction of Rent," but
they have never been enforced. It labels the Liberated Areas
"traitorous areas," because there these decrees are put into effect.
A fallacious theory made its appearance after the outbreak
of the war. It was called the "Theory of Two Stages-the Nationalist Stage and the Democratic-Livelihood Stage."
"We should not bring out the problems of democracy and the
people's livelihood while the Japane~e are still here"-such is
the fallacious theory advanced by the anti-popular groups in the
Kuomintarig, who do not want a complete victory in the war
against Japan. Some people are foolish enough to believe in it.
"We cannot drive the Japanese away without first having
solved the problems of democracy and the people's livelihood"suc!I is the correct opinion held by China's revolutionary democratic groups. It has proved to be right by the whole course
of modern Chinese history, especially by the history of the eight
years of anti-Japanese war, and by the anti-fascist struggles of
the French, Italian, Polish, Yugoslav, Bulgarian, Rumanian, and
Hungarian people. In , Poland, they are distributing "land to
the tiller," instead of reducing rent and interest, as we 'are doing.
The reduction of rent and interest and other democratic re56

forms are isolated acts, but are related to the anti-] apanese war,
to which everything should be made subservient. To unite all
classes in their fight against the common foe, we do not repudiate
the landowner's right of possession, but instead, allow him to
collect reasonable rent and interest, encourage him to invest
his capital in industrial enterprises, and at the same time invite
the enlightened gentry and other popular representatives to participate together in social and governmental work. The rich
farmers we encourage to increase their production. All this is
implied in the course of carrying out rural democratic reforms,
.and is completely necessary.
Two courses exist: determined opposition to the solution of
the problems of democracy and livelihood for the peasants, thus
rendering the nation powerless against the onslaughts of the
Japanese, or assisting the peasants in their solution of the problems of democracy and livelihood, thus raising the nation's anti- /
Japanese strength by securing the support of 80 per cent of the
nation's population as allies. The former is taken by the Kuomintang government, the latter by the Liberated Areas.
To vacillate between these two, to profess sympathy with the
peasants, but to abstain from reducing rent and interest or to
.abstain from arming the peasants and setting up democratic in's titutions in the rural areas, is the course of the opportunists.
With all the forces available to them, the anti-popular groups
in the Ruomintang are openly and covertly, politically and militarily assailing the Communists. The Kuomintang-Communist
disputes, as seen in their social character, are basically centered
on the agrarian problem. We have infuriated the anti-popular
groups of the Kuomintang with our approach to this very
problem. They, on the other hand, have been applauded and
encouraged by the] apanese aggressors, because they have greafly
helped the ] apanese by their approach to this problem. Such
invectives as "the Communists are undermining the war of
resistance and jeopardizing the nation," "the perfidious party,"
' 'the traitorous arIny," "the traitorous areas," and "disobedience
of government and military orders" are heaped on the Communists because they have Deen seriously solving this problem to the
advantage of our national interests.
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The peasants are the potential reinforcements of China's.
army of workers. Millions of them will go to the cities and into
factories. If China wants to build up a powerful national in-- ,
dustry and modern cities, then she must undergo the lengthy
process of transforming great masses of the rural population
and adapting them to city life.
The peasants must furnish markets for China's industry. They
alone can supply it with en,ough food and raw material, and consume the largest part of its products.
The peas an ts are the source of armies. Soldiers are peasants.
in military uniform. They are the mortal enemies of the Jap-anese aggressors.
The peasants are the main foundation on which China's.
democracy at the present stage rests. Chinese democrats can
achieve nothing if they do not depend on the 360,000,000 peasants for support.
The peasants are the main foundation of the Chinese cultural
movement at the present stage. Elimination of illiteracy, popularization of education, people's literature and art and national
hygiene will become empty talk if dissociated from .the 360,000,000 peasants.
I said "main foundation," because I would not ignore thepolitical, economic and cultural importance of the rest of about
90,000,000 people, particularly the working class, politically the
most conscious of all classes of the Chinese people and the qualified leader of all democratic movements. This should be made
clear.
.
To understand all this is necessary not only for the Chinese
Communists, but for other democratic groups as well.
The peasant's interest in production will be increased once
land reform-even preliminary reforms such as reduction of rent
and interest-are carried out. Then, by degrees, the peasants will
be organized, on a voluntary basis, into agricultural production
cooperatives or other cooperatives, so as to develop their production po,ver. Such agricultural production cooperatives at present can only be collective, mutual-aid labor organizations such
as the labor-exchange corps and mutual-aid sections, built on
the peasant's individual economIC basis (on the basis of the
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peasant's private property), but the development of his productive power and the increase in productive capacity is astonishing.
This system, universally adopted in the Liberated Areas, should
be extended to other· areas in the future.
It should be pointed out here that cooperative organiz?-tions
such as labor-exchange corps are old institutions among the peasants, but they were the indications of the peasant's miserable life.
The labor-exchange corps in the Liberated Areas are now different from the old ones in form as well as in essence. They are an
expression of the peasant's effort to develop his, own productive
power and to strive for better living conditions. The extent
of the harmful or beneficial effect on the Chinese people of the
policy of all Chinese political parties and its practice is largely
measured by the degrees of its assistance to the development of
the people's productive power-whether the policy and practice
stifle or liberate productive forces. The Chinese people welcome
the annihilation of the Japanese aggressors, the carrying out of
agrarian reforms, the emancipation of the peasantry, the development of modern industry, and the building up of a new, independent, free, democratic, unified and prosperous China. These
alone can free China's social ' productive power.
It should also be pointed out that intellectuals, who came
from the cities to work in the rural villages, cannot easily understand the characteristics of the rural villages-scattered, backward,
and practicing individual economy, and in the Liberated Areas,
the additional characteristics deriving from the enemy's influence and guerrilla warfare. Failure to understand these characteristics has caused them often to view rural problems and
do rural work by city standards, and as a result they drift away
. from reality and cannot work in close harmony with the peasants.
Such a defect should be corrected through education.
The countless - revolutionary intellectuals should be aware
of the necessity of allying themselves with the peasants, who
need them and are waiting for their help. They should go enthusiastically to the rural villages, exchange their student's clothes
for the garb of the peasants, condescend to do even the most
trivial work, try to understand the peasant's demands, help to
arouse the peasants and organize them, and fight for the comple59

tion of an extremely important task in China's democratic revolution-the democratic revolution of the rural villages.
After annihilating the Japanese aggressors, landed property
belonging to them and to the principal traitors should be confiscated and distributed among those peasants having little or
no land.

Industry
(7) The industrial problem:
To defeat the Japanese aggressors and build up a new China,
it is necessary to develop our industry. But as the financial and
economic policy of the Kuomintang government, which depends
upon foreign powers for everything, undermines the nation's
economic life, the only light industries in the Kuomintang-controlled areas are mostly in a state of bankruptcy. Without
political reform, all productive power, industrial and agricultural,
will be paralyzed.
Generally. speaking, a China without independence, freedom,
democracy and unity, cannot be an industrial China. Independence can be gained through the annihilation of the Japanese
aggressors; ' freedom, democracy and unity can be attained by
abolishing the Kuomintang dictatorship, setting up a democratic coalition government, freeing, unifying and arming the
- people, instituting land reforms, and freeing the peasants.
Again, without independence, freedom, democracy and unity,
there cannot be a truly large scale national industry. And without industry, there will be no powerful national defense, no
happiness for the people, no prosperity for the nation. This has
been proved by the history of the 105 years following the Opium
War, particularly the history of the eighteen years of Kuomintang rule. China can be prosperous only if she is not colonial or
semi-colonial but independent, not semi-feudal but free and
democratic, not torn into pieces but unified. In the past, numerous people had hoped to develop the nation's industry, build up
the nation's defense, make the ' people happy and the nation
prosperous in the semi-colonial, semi-feudal and disunited -C hina,
but their hopes were invariably frustrated. Many well-intentioned educators, scientists and students, ignorant of politics,
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had hoped to serve the nation with what they have learned,
but their hopes were also dashed. This is good, because the
awakening from such infantile dreams means the starting point
of a prosperous China. The Chinese people have learned a
great deal in their war of resistance. They know, for instance,
that it is necessary to build up an independent, free, democratic,
united, prosperous, new democratic China after the Japanese
aggressors have been annihilated. They know that these conditions are inter-related and that each one is indispensable. Here
lies the hope of China. The freeing of the Chinese people's
productive power and its full development is dependent upon
the establishment of the new democratic political conditions
throughout China. More and more people come to appreciate
this truth every day.
Having established new democratic political conditions, the
Chinese people and their government should take practical steps
to build up light and heavy industries gradually and within a
specified number of years, so that China may be raised from the
position of an agricultural to an industrial nation. China's new
democratic independence, freedom, progress and unity cannot
stand firm if they are not built on a solid economic foundation,
on the foundation of an agriculture far more advanced than it is,
on the foundation of large-scale industries that weigh heavily
in the nation's economic scale, with corresponding advancement
in communication, commercial and financial enterprise.
We Communists are willing to fight for the objectives mentioned above in cooperation with all anti-Japanese democratic
parties and groups, and industrialists. The Chinese laboring class
will playa great role in accomplishing this task.
Since the first World War, the Chinese laboring class has been
fighting on its own initiative for the independence and emancipation of China. In 1921, its vanguard, the Chinese Communist
Party, was born. Since then, the struggle for China's emancipation has entered upon a new phase. The Chinese laboring class
and its vanguard have contributed much to the cause of liberation of the Chinese people in the three periods of the Northern
Expedition, the Agrarian Revolution, and the Anti-Japanese
War. In the final elimination of the Japanese aggressors, espe61

cially in the recovery of big cities and communication centers, the
contribution of the Chinese laboring class will be exceedingly
great. It may be predicted that the effort and contribution of
the laboring class after the conclusion of the anti-Japanese war
will be much greater. The Chinese laboring class fights not only
for China's independence, freedom, democracy and unity, but
also for her industrialization and agricultural modernization.
Under the new democratic state the policy of harmonizing
the relationship between capital and labor will be adopted.
The interests of workers will be protected. An eight to tenhour day system, according to varying circumstances, will be
established, as well as suitable relief for the unemployed, social
security, and the rights of labor unions. On the other hand, the
proper profits, under reasonable management, of state, private
and cooperative enterprises will be assured. Thus, both labor
and capital will work jointly for the development of industrial
production.
Large amounts of capital will be needed for the development
of our industries. They will come chiefly from the accumulated
wealth of the Chinese people, and at the same time from foreign
assistance. We welcome foreign investments if such are beneficial
to China's economy and are made in accordance with China's
laws. Enterprises profitable to both the Chinese people and
foreigners are swiftly expanding large-scale light and heavy industries and modernizing agriculture, which can become a reality
when there is firm internal and international peace, and when
political and agrarian reforms are thoroughly carried out. On
this basis, ~e shall be able to absorb vast amounts of foreign
investments. A politically retrogressive and economically impoverished China will be unprofitable not only to the Chinese
people, but also to foreigners.
With the annihilation of the Japanese aggressors, the enterprises and property they and the principal traitors now own are
to be confiscated and placed at the disposal of the government.

Culture, Education and the Intelligentsia
(8) The problem of culture, education and the intelligentsia:
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Among the miseries inflicted upon the Chinese people by
national and feudalistic oppression is the suffering of our nat ional culture, partictularly the progressive cultural and educarc ational enterprises, cultural workers and educators. To wipe
-out this national and feudalistic oppression and to build up a
new democratic China, we need a large number of people's edu.cators, teachers, scientists, engineers, technicians, doctors, journalists, writers, artists and general cultural workers who will
undertake the hard work with the spirit of "serving the people"
.and "merge with the people." These intellectuals, if they have
~one meritorious service to the people, should be respected by
their government and society in general, and be regarded as the
pt:ecious possession of the nation and society. The intellectuals
problem is particularly important in China, because China is
culturally backward owing to national and feudalistic oppression,
.and because China urgently needs a larger number of intellectuals for the fight for her own emancipation. In the past fifty years
·o f the people's fight for emancipation, particularly in the struggles
since the "May 4th Movement," and in the eight years of the
anti-] apanese war, the vast mass of revolutionary intellectuals
have played a great role in the Chinese peo'ples' emancipation,
.and will playa greater role in the coming struggles. The govern'ment should in the future systematically train all kinds of intellectuals from among the people, and should pay attention to the
~solidarity and education of useful intellectuals now available.
To wipe out illiteracy from 80 per cent of the nation's population is a necessary condition to building up a new China.
Suitable and determined measures should be taken to wipe
-out all slave, feudalistic, and fascist culture and education.
Active reform and relief measures should be taken in dealing
with the ignorance of health rules and disease, caused by national and feudalistic oppression, which has enervated the
,Chinese people physically and morally. National health enterprises should be encouraged.
Those cultural and educational workers and physicians of the
~ld school should be properly re-educated, so that they may be
taught to acquire new viewpoints and new methods and be made
.to serve the people.

The aims of Chjna's national culture and education should~
be new democratic, that is to say, China should build up her own"'!
new, national, scientific and people's culture and educationaL
system.
Towards foreign culture, it is wrong to take a hostile attitude.,
Progressive foreign culture should be absorbed as much as pos-sible, for the benefit of China's cultural movement. But it would,
also be wrong to copy it slavishly. Foreign culture should be critically absorbed on the basis of the practical needs of the
Chinese people. Similarly, ancient Chinese culture should be"
neither totally repudiated nor blindly swallowed, but should be:
critically accepted for the promotion of China's new democratic '
culture.
Under the general policy of fighting for the emancipation of
the Chinese people, we Communists should join hands with alL
. intellectuals irrespective of class, religion, or political affiliation . .

National Minorities
(9) The problem of national minorities:
The anti-people groups within the Kuomintang deny the ~
existence of different minorities in China, and call the Mon-golians, the Turkoman's, the Tibetans, the Vi's, the Miao's the Yao's "clans from a common ancestor." They follow the same reactionary policy taken by the Manchu and the Northern war- ·
lord governments by oppressing and exploiting these minorities.
The massacre of the Mongolians in 1943, the use of force against
the national minorities in Sinkiang since 1944, and the mass ,
killings of Kansu Turkomans in recent years are proof of this.
This fascist Pan-Hanism, a false nationalism and a wrong
national policy, is diametrically opposed to Dr. Sun Yat-sen's .·
principles.
.
In the Manifesto of the First National Congress of the Kuomintang (1924), Dr. Sun Vat-sen said: -"The Nationalism of the ' .
Kuomintang has a twofold meaning: the self-emancipation of
the Chinese nation, and the equality of all national minorities in-China." Then he said: "The Kuomintang can state with solemn- -·
ity that it recognizes the right of self-determination of alN
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national minorities in China, and that it will organize a free and
united Chinese republic (-i.e., formed with the voluntary consent
of the various national minorities) as soon as the war against
imperialism and war-lords is victoriously concluded."
The Communist Party is in complete accord with Dr. Sun's
national policy indicated above. Communists should actively
assist the masses of the various national minorities in their fight
for the realization of this policy. They should assist the people
of the national minorities, including the popular leaders, in their
fight for political, economic and cultural emancipation and
development, as well as for the establishment of their own armed
forces to protect their own interests. Their language, customs,
and religious belief should be respected.
The attitude of the Shensi-Kansu-Ninghsia Border Region
and North China Liberated Areas governments towards the
Mongolians and Turkomans has been correct. Their efforts
toward these peoples are fruitful.

Foreign Relations
(10) The Foreign Relations problem:

The Chinese Communist Party agrees to the principles of the
Atlantic Charter and the resolutions of the Moscow, Cairo,
Teheran and Crimea Conferences, because they are helpful to
the defeat of the fascist aggressors and the maintenance of
world peace.
The Communist Party fervently approves, in particular, the
decisions of the Crimea Conference, which call for the ultimate
defeat of fascist Gerlnany, the extirpation of fascism and its
causes, the wiping out of the last vestiges of fascism in liberated
Europe, the establishment of internal peace in the various
countries, and the setting up .of democratic systems chosen by
the people of the various nations. Regarding the procedure of
setting up these democratic systems, the Crimea Conference decided that provisional governmental authorities, "broadly representative of all democratic elements in the population and
pledged to the earliest possible establishment, through free
election, of governments responsive to the will of the people,"
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should. be formed. The Crimea Confere'nce also decided that
Britain, the 'United States, and the Soviet Union should stand
united for the maintenance of a firm and durable world peace
and for the early establishment of a world peace organization.
We consider the course taken at the Crimea Conference as in
conformity with the Chinese Communist Party's fundamental
policy toward the· solution of Eastern and Chinese problems.
Respecting the annihilation of the Japanese aggressors and the
solution of Chinese problems, the following points must be
achieved: firstly, the Japanese aggressors must be finally defeated
and Japanese fascism, militarism, and their causes must be
utterly destroyed, but there should be no half-way compromises;
secondly, the last vestiges of fascism in China must be wiped out,
none should be permitted to remain; thirdly, China must establish internal peace, there should be no further civil wars; fourthly, the .Kuomintang dictatorship must be brought to an end.
Two steps, both essential, should be taken after the abolition
of the Kuomintang dictatorship: (1) a nationally supported,
provisional coalition government, formed by the representatives
of all the democratic elements in the Chinese population, should
be set up; and (2) after the liberation of all Chinese territory, a
regular coalition government, responsive to the will of the
people, should be established through a free and unrestricted
election. Neither of the two steps should be omitted. We must
do this in accordance with the ,C rimea decisions and our own
national demands.
The fundamental principles in the Communist Party's foreign
~licy are the establishment and strengthening of friendly relations with foreign nations on the basis of the annihilation of the
Japanese aggressors, the maintenance of world peace, the mutual
respect for each other's independence and equal status, and the
mutual promotion of national and popular interests and friendship, as well as the solution of all warti~e and postwar problems
such as the coordination of action in the war, the peace conference, trade, foreign investments, etc.
Respecting the establishment of an international organization '
for the maintenance of world peace and security, the Chinese
Communist Party completely agrees with the DumbartoIi Oaks
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proposals and the Crimea decisions concerning this problem.
The Communist Party welcomes the United Nations Conference in San Francisco. It has sent its own delegate to join the
Chinese delegation to San Francisco, as a means of expressing
the will of the Chinese people.
We maintain that the Kuomintang government must desist
from taking a hostile attitude toward the Soviet Union and
immediately improve the Sino-Soviet relationship. The Soviet
Union was the first nation to abrogate the unequal treaties and
to sign equal, new treaties with China. During the First Kuomintang National Congress, summoned by Dr. Sun Vat-sen himself in
1924, and the subsequent Northern Expedition, the Soviet Union
was the only nation that assisted China in her fight for emancipation. In 1937, when the war of resistance broke out, the Soviet
Union was again the first to come to the aid of China in her fight
against the Japanese aggressors. The Chinese people are grateful to the Soviet government and its people for their help. We
maintain that the final, thorough solution of Pacific problems
is impossible without the participation of the Soviet Union.
We are also grateful to Britain and the United States, particularly the latter, for their immense contribution to the common
cause-the defeat of the Japanese aggressors. We are grateful to
the governments and the peoples of both countries for their
sympathy with the Chinese people and their help.
But, we ask the United Nations governments, principally the
British and the United States government, to pay serious attention to the voice of the overwhelming majority of the Chinese
people, so that their foreign policy may not run contrary to the
will of the Chinese people, and so as .to avoid impairing our
friendship or losing the friendship of the Chinese people. Any
foreign government that helps the Chinese reactionaries to stop
the Chinese people's pursuit of democracy will be committing
a grave error.
The Chinese people welcome action by foreign governments to
abrogate their unequal treaties with China, to sign new, equal
treaties with her, and otherwise treat her as an equal. But the
signing of equal treaties does not mea~ that China has really
attained equality with the other powers. China cannot attain true
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equality with other powers by depending exclusively on the
benevolence of foreign governments and foreign peoples. She
must build herself up politically, economically and culturally,
into a free, independent, united, prosperous, new democratic
nation, principally with the efforts of her own people, or she
can never truly attain equality with other powers. In other
words, the present policy taken by the Kuomintang government
will not give China true independence and equality.
We maintain that to exterminate Japanese fascism, militarism,
and their political, economic, and social causes, we must, after
beating the Japanese aggressors and forcing them to surrender
unconditionally, help all the democratic forces of the Japanese.
people set up a people's democratic system, without which
Japanese fascism and militarism cannot be thoroughly exterminated and peace in the Pacific cannot be secure.
We think the decision to restore Korean independence, reached
at the Cairo Conference, is correct. The Chinese people should
help the Korean people to liberate themselves.
As the United States has promised the Philippines independence, we hope Britain may do the same for India. An independent, democratic India is not only the need of the Indian people,
but also necessary to world peace.
We hope that the British, American, French and Dutch governments, after helping the people of Burma, Malaya, the
Netherlands East Indies and French Indo-China defeat the
Japanese aggressors, will give them the right to build up their
own independent, democratic nations, in much the same attitude
as was taken by the Crimea Conference toward liberated Europe.
In the case of Thailand, the treatment accorded the fascis t vassal
states in Europe should be used.
The late President Roosevelt once said that the world had
shrunk. In fact, the American people, once thought by the
Chinese people to be living very far away, are now our next
door neighbors. Together with the British, American, Soviet,
French, and other peoples of the world, the Chinese people will
build up a firm and durable world peace.
So much for our specific program.
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Let me reiterate that, without a nationally supported democratic coalition government, the successful carrying out of this
program in the entire nation is impossible.
In the twenty-four years of its struggle for the emancipation of
the Chinese people, the Chinese Communist Party has created
for itself such a position that any political party or social group,
any Chinese or foreigners, who ignore or scorn the opinions of
the Communist Party will be exceedingly unwise. There have
been and there are such people who, ignoring or scorning our
opinion, act obdurately in accordance with their own, but they
invariably fail. Why? Because our opinions, our policy, and our
new democratic general and specific programs for the present
stage are in conformity with the interests of the overwhelming
majority of the Chinese people. We are the most faithful spokesmen for the Chinese people. Those who dare to ignore or scorn
us are in reality ignoring or scorning the overwhelming majority
of the Chinese people, and will invariably fail.

The Task in Kuomintang-Ruled Areas
I have now fully dealt with the general and specific programs
of our party. Doubtlessly, these programs can be carried out
all over China; the international and internal situation makes
their fulfillment highly possible. But present circumstances
force us to adopt different methods of execution in the three
different areas-the Kuomintang-ruled areas, the enemy-occupied areas, and the Liberated Areas. Different circumstances in
these three areas dictate different concrete tasks, some of which
I mentioned above, and some of which I am going to explain'In Kuomintang-controlled areas, the people do not have the
freedom to engage in patriotic activities. Democratic movements
are considered illegal; but the activities of various groups, democratic parties and democratic elements are steadily developing.
The China Democratic League issued, in January, a manifesto
demanding the cessation of the Kuomintang one-party rule and
the setting up of a coalition government. Similar manifestoes
have been issued by numerous other organizations. A considerable number of members, followers, and important personages
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in the Kuomintang are growingly sceptical about, and dissatisfied with, the policy of the directive organs of their own party.
They feel the increasing danger of the widening gulf between .
the majority of the people and their party, and the demand for
suitable democratic reforms. Centering in Chungking, a democratic movement, in which workers, peasants, government employees, merchants, industrialists, cultural workers, students,
teachers, women, and even soldiers participate, is developing.
All this indicates that the democratic movements of all oppressed classes are gradually converging on the same objective.
The fact that lower social strata have not yet been broadly
participating in them and that the very important and miserable peasants, workers, soldiers and lower ranks of government
and educational employees have not yet been organized reveals
the weaknesses of these movements. Another weakness is the lack
of a definiteness and determination on the part of many of the
democratic participants to change the course of events in accordance with democratic principles. However, the international and
domestic situation is forcing the oppressed cla~ses, parties,
groups and individuals to gradual awakening and solidarity,
and to claim their right of fighting the Japanese and saving
the country. However bitterly it may try, the Kuomintang government will not be able to arrest the development of these
movements.
The democratic movement \lndertaken by the oppressed classes,
parties, groups and individuals in the Kuomintang-controlled
areas should be extensively developed; their scattered ' forces
should be gradually united, so that they can fight better for the
realization of national unity and a coalition government, for the
defeat of the Japanese aggressors and the building up of a new
China. The Communist Party and the Liberated Areas should
give them all possible aid.
In the Kuomintang-controlled areas, Communists should continue to carry out the policy of the broad Anti-] apanese N ational United Front. They should join forces with anybody, even
those who were hostile to us, but are no longer so, and fight
for the common objective. Everything done by the Chinese Communists should be done for the general objective of mobilizing
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and unifying all forces, annihilating the Japanese aggressors, and
building up a new China.

The Task in Enemy-Occupied Areas .
In enemy-occupied areas, Communists should rally all antiJapanese people and organize them, after the fashion of the
French and Italian underground armies, into societies an~ underground forces, and prepare for insurrection, so that when the
time is ripe, they can rise and, together with the regular armies
attacking from outside, annihilate the Japanese aggressors. Our
people in enemy-occupied areas, infuriated by the Japanese
aggressors and their minions, who rob them, violate their women
and humiliate them in every conceivable way, are waiting for
the time to avenge themselves and the time is ripening rapidly.
These people, heartened by the victories of the European and
Pacific theatres of war and those of the Eighth Route and New
Fourth Armies, which have greatly enhanced their anti-Japanese
feeling, urgently need to be organized in order to achieve their
liberation in the earliest possible time. Therefore, we must raise
the work in enemy-occupied areas to the same important status
as that in the LIberated Areas. Large numbers of cadres must be
sent to work in the occupi~d areas; large numbers of the active
elements in the occupied areas must be singled out for training
and be promoted. We should intensify our underground work in
the four Northeastern provinces, for they have been under enemy
occupation longer than any other area and they form an industrial center and an important military base for the Japanese
aggressors. Exiles from the Northeastern provinces, should be
unified for the task of recovering their homes.
In al,l enemy-occupied areas, Communists should carry out the
policy of the broadest anti-Japanese National United Front
by joining hands with anybody who is opposed to the Japanese
aggressors and their minions in the fight against the common
enemy.
It is necessary to warn the puppet troops, police and others,
who help the enemy to oppress their own people, that they
should repent of their criminal conduct in time and help the
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people in their fight against the enemy if they want to make
amends for their crimes, or they cannot escape the nation's justice once the enemy collapses .
. Communists and anti-Japanese elements should persuade all
puppet organizations with mass followings to join with the antiJapanese front. They should also investigate and keep a record of
all unrepentent traitors who persist in their criminal conduct so
that charges may be preferred against them as soon as the territory is cleared of all the Japanese aggressors.
Warning should be given to reactionary elements within the
Kuomiritang who carried out treacherous and criminal acts of
organizing the traitors against the people, the Communists, the
Eighth Route and New Fourth Armies and other people's forces.
They should be told to repent their crimes, ' the traitors and
their organizers will certainly be severely punished as soon as all
lost territory has been recovered.

The Task in the Liberated Areas
The complete new-democratic program of our party has become, in the course of the struggles of the people in the Liberated
Areas a program heartily supported by t.he people. They have
carried it out with firmness and achieved magnificent results.
This program has gathered together huge anti-Japanese forces.
These forces should be further developed and consolidated.
Under the present conditions, the armed forces of the Liberated
Areas should attack all places newly or long occupied by the
enemy but within our power to reconquer, so as to extend the
Liberated Areas into enemy-occupied territory.
But at the same time, it should be noted that the enemy is
still very strong and will certainly attack the Liberated Areas if
the opportunity presents itself. The armed forces and the people
of the Liberated Areas should hold themselves in readiness for
smashing any enemy advance, and should consolidate their positions in the Liberated Areas.
The regular armies, guerrilla units, the militia, and the selfdefense corps in the Liberated Areas should be expanded whenever conditions permit; their combat strength should be in-
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creased by perfecting their organization, that they may carry out
strategic operations in conjunction with Allied moves.
In the Liberated Areas, members of the armed forces should
cooperate with the civil administration and be friendly toward
the population, while the governments should lead the people
in giving the armed forces support and good treatment to the
families of soldiers, so that the relations between the Army and
the people may be further improved.
In their work in the popularly elected "One-Third System"
governments (regional coalition governments) in the various
Liberated Areas and in their social work, ,C ommunists should
continue to follow their old policy of closely cooperating, on
the basis of their new democratic program, with all anti-Japanese
democratic elements irrespective of class, political affiliation,
and belief.
Similarly, in their military work, Communists should collaborate with all anti-Japanese democratic elements in and out of
the armed forces of the liberated areas, in building up a powerful people's army for the annihilation of the Japanese aggressors
and the defense of democratic China.
To strengthen the resistance and production effort of the
workers, peasants, and the laboring masses, the policy of meticulous but firm reduction of rent and interest and the improvement of the conditions of workers and employees should continue
to be followed. Government workers in the Liberated Areas
must learn thoroughly to carry on economic work. All available
forces must be mobilized for the large-scale development of agri. t:ulture, industry, and trade in the Liberated Areas, for the
improvement of the army's aO
n d the people's living conditions,
and for the preparation of material conditions necessary to the
waging of a protracted war and the annihilation of the Japanese
aggressors. Labor contests should be held, and labor heroes and
model workers should be rewarded. After annihilating the
Japanese aggressors in our cities, our government workers should
learn in a short time to do economic work in the cities.
To widen the degree of awakening of the people in the Liberated Areas, especially the countless workers, peasants and soldiers,
and to train large numbers of cadres, culture and education in
°
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the Liberated Areas should be developed. While engaging
in their pursuits, cultural and educational workers should
base the content and the form of their work on the characteristics of today's rural villages, on the needs of the rural populace,
and on the people's degree of readiness to learn.
In embarking on our work in the Liberated Areas, local manpower and material resources ' must be used as sparingly as
possible. We must take the long view and avoid misuse and
waste. This is essential in order to defeat the Japanese aggressors
and build up a new China.
While embarking on our work in the Liberated Areas, we
should pay special attention to encouraging the local populace
to handle their own affairs, thus the more capable elements
should be singled out for training, to make them into local
cadres. The huge task of democratic revolution in the rural
villages could not be accomplished if. outsiders do not thoroughly merge with the local populace, if they do not help the local
cadres with ardour and diligence, if they do not love them as they
love their brothers and sisters.
The Eighth Route Army, the Ne,v Fourth Army and other
people's forces should help the people to organize militia units
and self-defense corps, as well as regional units and army corps,
all led by officers selected from the local populace. In this way~
troops and corps constituting principle forces led by local leaders,
may be forme~. This is a very important task"and if not accomplished, will make the establishment of consolidated anti-J apanese bases and the development of people's army impossible.
Naturally, the local populace should welcome and help
cadres and troops from other places, so that the common cause
may be served.
I should call your attention to the problem of dealing with
disguised disrupters of national unity. Open enemies and national-unity disrupters are easily recognized, and therefore can
be dealt with accordingly. But disguised enemies and disrupters
are hard to recognize, and therefore difficult to deal with. We
should be ever alert and deal severely with these latter kinds of
enemies.
In accordance with the principle of religious freedom, all
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religions are allowed to exist in the Liberated Areas. The government will protect all Protestants, Catholics, Mohammedans,
Buddhists, and all other religious believers, i~ they observe its
laws and decrees. Both followers and unbelievers have equal
freedom. No compulsion or discrimination is tolerated.
This Congress should propose to the people of the various
Liberated Areas to hold at the earliest possible moment a People's
Assembly of the Liberated Areas, at Yen an, which will discuss
the unification of the actions of the various Liberated Areas, the
intensification of. anti-Japanese work in the Liberated Areas, the
assistance to the people's anti-Japanese, democratic movements
in the Kuomintang-controlled areas, the assistance to the people's underground army movement in occupied areas, and the
promotion of the cause of national unity and the coalition
governme~t. The Liberated Areas have in reality become the
center on which the majority of the people depend for continued
resistance and national salvation. The people have pinned their
hopes on us, and we must not disappoint them. The convocation
of the People's Assembly of the Liberated Areas will. lend great
force to the cause of the Chinese people's national emancipation.
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v. COMMUNISTS, UNITE AND FIGHT FOR
THE REALIZATION OF OUR MISSION!
Comradesl Our mission is great and our policy is definite and
clear. What attitude should we adopt in carrying out this policy
and mission?
Obviously and indubitably, the international and domestic
situation has revealed a bright future for the Chinese people
and us.
It has created unprecedentedly favorable conditions. But at
the same time, grave difficulties still exist. Those who can see
only the bright side will not be able to fight well for the
realization of the Party's mission.
In the twenty-four years of the Party's history and in the eight
years of the anti-] apanese war, our Party, jointly with the people,
has created a great force out of the Chinese people. In this respect
our accomplishments are obvious and indubitable. Yet certain
defects · still exist in our work. Those who see only the accomplishments and not the defects will not be able to fight well for
the realization of the Party's mission.
Since its birth in 1921, the Chinese Communist Party has
experienced, in the twenty-four years of its history, three great
struggles-the Northern Expedition, the Agrarian Revolution,
and the still-raging anti-] apanese war. From the very begillning,
our Party has based itself on the theories of Marxism, because
Marxism is the crystalization of the world proletariat's most
impeccable revolutionary scientific thought. The universal truth
of Marxism, once wedded to the practice of revolution in China,
has changed the course of the Chinese Revolution and has given
birth to the present stage of new democracy. The Chinese Communist Party, armed with the ideology of Marxism, has created
a new style of work among the Chinese people which is mainly
the welding of theory and practice, its intimate contact with the
people and the practice of self-criticism.
The universal truth of Marxism, reflecting the struggles of
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the proletariat all over the world, becomes a useful weapon to the
Chinese people only when it is wedded to the practical experience
of the revolutionary struggles of the Chinese proletariat and people .. The Communist Party has achieved this union. The development and progress of our Party originated in the determined
fight against the dogmatism and empiricism that repudiates the
universal truth of Marxism. Dogmatism hold itself aloof from
actual practice, while empiricism mistakes practical experience for
the universal truth; both these opportunist ideas are not in conformity with Marxism. In its twenty-four years of struggle, our
Party has been overcoming such erroneous thinking, greatly
consolidating itself ideologically. We have now about 1,210,000
Party members, the overwhelming majority of whom joined the
Party during the anti-Japanese war. They, as well as some who
joined the Party before the anti-Japanese war, still entertain
various erroneous ideas which have been largely eliminated by
years of rectification work. But this work should be continued,
and the thought-education inside the Party should be intensified
in the spirit of "learning past errors for future rectification, and
medical treatment aimed at saving human life.'" All key party
workers throughout the land should be made to understand that
the close union of theory and practice is a salient feature by
which the Communist Party is distinguished from all other
political parties. Therefore the mastery of thought-education is
the key to consolidating the Party for its great political struggle.
Without this mastery, the Party's political tasks w"ill not be
accomplished.
Another salient feature by which the Communist Party can
be distinguished from all other parties is the striving for the
intimate, close relationship between it and the great majority
of the people. Devoting ourselves to serving the Chinese people
and not deserting them for a single moment, serving the interests
of the people and not the interests of our own group or our
individual self, and our responsibility to the people being a
consistent one with our responsibility to our leadership-these
are our starting points. Communists lllUSt always be ready
to uphold truth, because all truth is compatible with the
people's interests. Communists must always be ready to rectify
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what is wrong, because what is wrong is incompatible with the
people's interests. The experience of our twenty-four years has
told us that all correct tasks, policy and style of work are
so because they conform to the demands of the people in a
particular time and place, and because they serve to unite the
people. All erroneous tasks, policy and style of work are so because they do not conform to the people's demand in a particular
time and place and because they are unconnected with the people. Dogmatism, empiricism, directivism, tailism, factionalism,
bureaucratism, warlordism and arrogance are undesirable because
they alieni ate the people. Such things should be rectified. This
Congress should warn every comrade in every link of the party
work not to allow himself to be estranged from the people. Every
comrade should learn to love the people, to listen to them carefully, to merge with the people wherever he goes, instead of
overriding them, to develop and raise the consciousness of the
masses with due consideration to their level of understanding
and t<> help them to organize themselves on the voluntary principle and develop gradually all necessary struggles compatible with
given circumstances. Directivism is wrong because of its impetuousity tends to ignore the people's understanding and is against
the voluntary principle. Our comrades must not assume that the
people understand what they themselves have understood. We
must go to the masses if we want to know whether they understand what we have done and whether they are willing to do as
they are bidden. In this way, we can avoid directivism. Tailism is
also wrong, because its slow pace will cause it to lag behind the
understanding of the masses, and is against the ' principle of leading the people forward. Our comrades must not assume that the
people cannot understand what they themselves have not yet
understood. Often the people overtake us. They want to go
forward but our comrades, instead of leading them on, keep
airing the views of some of the laggards, mi.stakenl y thinking
these views to be the view~ of the people. Then they will lag
behind the people. In sh<r>rt, every comrade should be made to
understand that everything a Communist says or does is judged
by its cornpatability with the major interests of the majority of
the people or its acceptability by the rna jority of the people. Every
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comrade should be made to understand that as long as we rely
upon the people, have confidence in their inexhaustible creative
power, trust them and join forces with them, no difficulty will
be too great to be overcome and no enemy will be able to crush
us, but on the contrary ' we shall be able to crush our enemies. ~
Yet another salient feature by which the Communist Party
can be distinguished from other parties is our serious self-criticism. We have often said that a house should often be cleaned,
. or dust will gather in it, and that our face should often be
washed, or it wil1 get dirty. The ideas of our comrades and the
work of our party can often get dusty, and should also be cleaned.
"A running stream does not get putrid; a door-pivot does not
get worm-eaten," illustrates the resistance of continual motion to
contaminating influence or erosive action. To us, the most effective means of resisting the contaminating influence of political
microbes is the constant review of our work, always with a view
to widening the democratic practice, the ability to take criticism
and self-criticism without flinching, and the putting into practice
of the ancient adage, "Tell everything one knows and tell it
thoroughly." "Blame not the speaker and the listener will be
blessed with wisdom." "Rectify your errors if you made any; strive
to excel yourself if you have made none." We have been able to
reap the fruits of our rectification movement with the spirit of
"medical treatment aimed at saving human life," mainly because
we launched in that movement a successful campaign of correct
instead of distorted, and serious instead of superficial criticism
and self-criticism. Are we Communists, who always start from
serving the major interests of the majority of the people, who are
confident that our cause is just and are always ready to sacrifice
our own lives for it, ~nwilling to part company with any erroneous idea, viewpoint, opinion, or measure that does not c0nform to
the people's demand? Are we willing to let our clean appearance and sound bodies be sullied by polit.i cal dust or defiled
by political microbes? Countless revolutionary heroes have given
up their lives for the interests of . the people; can't we give up
our personal idiosyncrasies or erroneous ideas?
Comrades! As soon as this Congress is over, we will go to
the battlefield, to defeat the Japanese aggressors and build up a
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new China, in accordance with the resolutions taken by this
Congress. To attain this end we must be united with all the
Chinese people. Let me repeat: we must join hands with any individual or social group who favors the defeating of the Japanese
aggressors and the building up of a new China, irrespective of
class or political affiliation. To do this well, we must, under the
organization and discipline . of democratic centralism, keep the
Party more powerfully united than ever. We must join hands
with any comrade who is willing to abide by the Party's platform,
statutes and resolutions. In the period of the Northern Expedition, our Party had only 50,000 members, most of whom were
later dispersed by the then enemy. In the Agrarian Revolution
period, we had about 300,000 members, a large part of whom
were also dispersed later by th€ then enemy. Now we have over
1,200,000 members, and this time we cannot be dispersed by the
enemy. If we can make good use of our experience of these three
periods, if, by taking a humble instead of an arrogant attitude,
we stand together in greater solidarity and are more closely
united with all the Chinese people, then it is certain that we
shall not be dispersed by the enemy, but shall instead thoroughly,
and resolutely exterminate the Japanese aggressors and their
faithful servants, and, after exterminating them, shall build up
an independent, free, democratic, united, and prosperous China.
The experience of the three revolutions, especially the experience of the anti-Japanese war, has made the Chinese people, and
us, confident that witho:ut the efforts of the Chinese Communist
Party, without the vanguard and mainstay of the Chinese people
China's independence, freedom, democracy and unification, or her
industrialization and agricultural modernization, is impossible.
Comrades! I strongly believe that the Chinese Communist
Party can accomplish our great political mission.
Thousands of people and Party heroes have bravely laid down
their lives for the interests of the people. Let us, holding their
banner high, advance along the path drenched with their blood!
An independent, free, democratic, united and prosperous
China will soon be born. Let us welcome that great moment.
Down with the Japanese aggressors!
Long live die emancipation of the Chinese peoplel
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